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Although frequently vilified, Iran is a nation of great intellectual variety and
depth, and one of the oldest continuing civilizations in the world. Its political
impact has been tremendous, not only on its neighbors in the Middle East but
also throughout the world. From the time of the prophet Zoroaster, to the
powerful ancient Persian Empires, to the revolution of 1979, the hostage crisis,
and the current standoff over Iran's nuclear ambitions, Michael Axworthy vividly
narrates the nation's rich history. He explains clearly and carefully both the
complex succession of dynasties that ruled ancient Iran and the surprising ethnic
diversity of the modern country, held together by a common culture. With Iran
again the focus of the world's attention, A History of Iran is an essential guide to
understanding this volatile nation.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The peoples of the Iranian plateau have a written history of at least 2,500 years. The Persian Empire
extended from Egypt to northern India, and the influence of the Persian language, literature, and architectural
styles is still evident across western and central Asia. Unfortunately, most Americans view Iran today
through the prism of staged anti-American demonstrations and the rantings of their current president.
Axworthy, Honorary Fellow at the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter in
England, has provided a valuable counterpoint to those distorted impressions. He has written a compact but
still inclusive narrative account that conveys both the diversity and richness of the various empires and
cultural forces that have shaped the Iranian people. He offers fascinating insights into the political
developments in the Achaemenid, Parthian, and Sassanid empires, and his efforts to illustrate how Iranians
adopted Islam while resisting the “Arabization” of their culture is provocative. This is an excellent
examination of the forging of a people who are poised to, once again, play a prominent role in world affairs.
--Jay Freeman

Review
"Prospect"
"His account of modern Iranian politics and culture is more gripping than most novels.... Consistently
intelligent, notably up to date and lucidly written."

About the Author

Michael Axworthy teaches at the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter (UK).
The author of The Sword of Persia, Axworthy publishes widely in the field of Iranian history. He lives in
Cornwall, England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathy Woodward:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A History of Iran: Empire of the Mind.

Laurel Ramer:

The book A History of Iran: Empire of the Mind can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book A History of Iran: Empire of the
Mind? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book A History of Iran: Empire of the
Mind has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Manuel Arndt:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A History of Iran: Empire of
the Mind book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sylvia Ferland:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled A
History of Iran: Empire of the Mind your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The A
History of Iran: Empire of the Mind giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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