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"Brandywine Creek calmly meanders through the Pennsylvania countryside
today, but on September 11, 1777, it served as the scenic backdrop for the largest
battle of the American Revolution, one that encompassed more troops over more
land than any combat fought on American soil until the Civil War. Long
overshadowed by the stunning American victory at Saratoga, the complex British
campaign that defeated George Washington’s colonial army and led to the
capture of the capital city of Philadelphia was one of the most important military
events of the war. Michael C. Harris’s impressive Brandywine: A Military
History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved America, September 11,
1777, is the first full-length study of this pivotal engagement in many years.

General Sir William Howe launched his campaign in late July 1777, when he
loaded his army of 16,500 British and Hessian soldiers aboard a 265-ship armada
in New York and set sail. Six difficult weeks later Howe’s expedition landed near
Elkton, Maryland, and moved north into Pennsylvania. Washington’s rebel army
harassed Howe’s men at several locations including a minor but violent skirmish
at Cooch’s Bridge in Delaware on September 3. Another week of hit-and-run
tactics followed until Howe was within three miles of Chads’s Ford on
Brandywine Creek, behind which Washington had posted his army in strategic
blocking positions along a six-mile front. The young colonial capital of
Philadelphia was just 25 miles farther east.
Obscured by darkness and a heavy morning fog, General Howe initiated his plan
of attack at 5:00 a.m. on September 11, pushing against the American center at
Chads’s Ford with part of his army while the bulk of his command swung around
Washington’s exposed right flank to deliver his coup de main, destroy the
colonials, and march on Philadelphia. Warned of Howe’s flanking attack just in
time, American generals turned their divisions to face the threat. The bitter
fighting on Birmingham Hill drove the Americans from the field, but their heroic
defensive stand saved Washington’s army from destruction and proved that the
nascent Continental foot soldiers could stand toe-to-toe with their foe. Although
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fighting would follow, Philadelphia fell to Howe’s legions on September 26.

Harris’s Brandywine is the first complete study to merge the strategic, political,
and tactical history of this complex operation and important set-piece battle into a
single compelling account. More than a decade in the making, his sweeping prose
relies almost exclusively upon original archival research and his personal
knowledge of the terrain. Enhanced with original maps, illustrations, and modern
photos, and told largely through the words of those who fought there,
Brandywine will take its place as one of the most important military studies of
the American Revolution ever written."
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"Brandywine Creek calmly meanders through the Pennsylvania countryside today, but on September 11,
1777, it served as the scenic backdrop for the largest battle of the American Revolution, one that
encompassed more troops over more land than any combat fought on American soil until the Civil War.
Long overshadowed by the stunning American victory at Saratoga, the complex British campaign that
defeated George Washington’s colonial army and led to the capture of the capital city of Philadelphia was
one of the most important military events of the war. Michael C. Harris’s impressive Brandywine: A Military
History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved America, September 11, 1777, is the first full-length
study of this pivotal engagement in many years.

General Sir William Howe launched his campaign in late July 1777, when he loaded his army of 16,500
British and Hessian soldiers aboard a 265-ship armada in New York and set sail. Six difficult weeks later
Howe’s expedition landed near Elkton, Maryland, and moved north into Pennsylvania. Washington’s rebel
army harassed Howe’s men at several locations including a minor but violent skirmish at Cooch’s Bridge in
Delaware on September 3. Another week of hit-and-run tactics followed until Howe was within three miles
of Chads’s Ford on Brandywine Creek, behind which Washington had posted his army in strategic blocking
positions along a six-mile front. The young colonial capital of Philadelphia was just 25 miles farther east.
Obscured by darkness and a heavy morning fog, General Howe initiated his plan of attack at 5:00 a.m. on
September 11, pushing against the American center at Chads’s Ford with part of his army while the bulk of
his command swung around Washington’s exposed right flank to deliver his coup de main, destroy the
colonials, and march on Philadelphia. Warned of Howe’s flanking attack just in time, American generals
turned their divisions to face the threat. The bitter fighting on Birmingham Hill drove the Americans from
the field, but their heroic defensive stand saved Washington’s army from destruction and proved that the
nascent Continental foot soldiers could stand toe-to-toe with their foe. Although fighting would follow,
Philadelphia fell to Howe’s legions on September 26.

Harris’s Brandywine is the first complete study to merge the strategic, political, and tactical history of this
complex operation and important set-piece battle into a single compelling account. More than a decade in the
making, his sweeping prose relies almost exclusively upon original archival research and his personal
knowledge of the terrain. Enhanced with original maps, illustrations, and modern photos, and told largely
through the words of those who fought there, Brandywine will take its place as one of the most important
military studies of the American Revolution ever written."
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Editorial Review

Review
“The Battle of Brandywine was a pivotal episode in the Revolutionary War. However, despite its
importance, little has been written about this complex campaign. Michael Harris has filled the void with an
impressive interpretation of the battle. His Brandywine: A Military History is a significant addition to the
literature of the American Revolution.” (Arthur S. Lefkowitz, author of Benedict Arnold’s Army)

“With the publication of this book, we finally have a thorough, accurate, and well-balanced study of
Brandywine, including the early stages of the campaign and the battle itself. The use of original sources and
narratives puts readers in the heart of the action, right along with the leaders, the common soldiers, and the
local civilians. With this carefully researched and engagingly written chronicle, Harris contributes much to
our knowledge of the critical Philadelphia Campaign.” (Bill Welsch, President of the American Revolution
Round Table of Richmond and Co-Founder of the Congress of American Revolution Round Tables)

“This is a great read. Having worked for years at Brandywine, the author’s credentials make this book the
definitive source of the battle.” (Rich Rosenthal, secretary and one of the founders of the North Jersey
American Revolution Round Table)

Besides a thorough account of the fighting, Harris does a brilliant job busting myths associated with the
battle and refereeing disagreements between other authors (Journal of America's Military Past)

About the Author
Michael C. Harris is a graduate of the University of Mary Washington and the American Military University.
He has worked for the National Park Service in Fredericksburg, Virginia, Fort Mott State Park in New
Jersey, and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission at Brandywine Battlefield. He has
conducted tours and staff rides of many east coast battlefields. Michael is certified in secondary education
and currently teaches in the Philadelphia region. He lives in Pennsylvania with his wife Michelle and son
Nathanael.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Brandywine: A Military
History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved America, September 11, 1777 book as beginning and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Kevin Mabry:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but
Saved America, September 11, 1777 book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost
Philadelphia but Saved America, September 11, 1777 content conveys the thought easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved
America, September 11, 1777 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Enrique Boggs:

The publication with title Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved
America, September 11, 1777 posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

John Martin:

The particular book Brandywine: A Military History of the Battle that Lost Philadelphia but Saved America,
September 11, 1777 has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a
lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this
book.
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