
British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early
Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard)

By Angus Konstam

British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard)
By Angus Konstam

The launch of HMS Dreadnought in 1906 changed the face of naval warfare.
This revolutionary new battleship was in a league of her own, capable of taking
on any two "pre-dreadnought" battleships in a straight fight. A naval arms race
followed between Britain and Germany, as both countries hurriedly built a fleet
of these powerful new warships. This race led inexorably to the outbreak of a
world war. During World War I these dreadnoughts formed the backbone of the
British Grand Fleet. In May 1916, these battleships put to sea to intercept their
counterparts in the German High Seas fleet. The result was the battle of Jutland, a
bruising high-stakes encounter where the design and construction of Britain's
revolutionary new battleships was put to the test. The first half-dozen
dreadnoughts were all improvements of the basic Dreadnought design, all
carrying ten 12-inch guns. It was only in 1911, with the launch of HMS Neptune
that the layout of this powerful armament was altered as a result of practical
experience. Two more versions of the Neptune entered service later that same
year. These nine improved dreadnoughts formed the core of the British High
Seas Fleet. They would soon, however, be outclassed by a new breed of "super
dreadnoughts", the subject of the second volume in this two-part story. While
these new battleships carried larger 13.5-inch guns, they proved less successful
as all-round battleships than their more lightly-armed predecessors. Naval
architects were slowly learning that with modern battleships, design involved a
compromise between firepower, protection and speed. One last 12-inch gun
dreadnought entered service in 1914, when a seven turret battleship being built
for the Turks was commandeered by the Royal Navy, and re-named HMS
Agincourt. This New Vanguard title, the first of two covering these famous
warships will uncover the full story of the British battleships of World War I.
The book will look at their revolutionary design, the 12-inch guns that provided
them with their firepower, and the way these guns were fired in anger.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Sections review fighting potential, wartime modifications and WWI operations. And illuminating
illustrations, camouflage comments, extended captions, tables, bibliography, and index season this superb
summary. Enthusiasts will find Osprey's compact compendium an excellent introduction to a spellbinding
subject. I thoroughly enjoyed it.” ?David L. Veres, www.cybermodeler.com

“In this book, Angus Konstam takes a look at what led up to the building program before the war as well as a
description of each of the various classes of ship. Full specs on each class are provided as well as their
wartime use and any modifications done. There is also a section on the weapons used and a most interesting
one on gunnery of the time. This is superbly illustrated with a selection of period photos of these ships as
well as the equally excellent art work or illustrator Paul Wright, who has ably illustrated several naval books.
This includes a series of full color profiles. It is everything that makes the New Vanguard series one of my
favorite from Osprey and a book I can easily recommend to you.” ?Scott Van Aken,
www.modelingmadness.com (June 2013)

About the Author
Angus Konstam hails from the Orkney Islands, and is the author of over 50 books, 30 of which are published
by Osprey. This acclaimed and widely published author has written several books on piracy, including The
History of Pirates, and Blackbeard: America's Most Notorious Pirate. A former naval officer and museum
professional, he worked as the Curator of Weapons at the Tower of London and as the Chief Curator of the
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Florida. He now works as a full-time author and historian, and
lives in Edinburgh, Scotland. The author lives in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

The book British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard) will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book British Battleships 1914–18
(1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sheila Lefevre:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The
Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh



come on its named reading friends.

Ruth Snider:

This British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard) in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Randy Mosley:

You may get this British Battleships 1914–18 (1): The Early Dreadnoughts (New Vanguard) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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