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“Was Gandhi a philosopher? Yes.” So begins this remarkable investigation of the
guiding principles that motivated the transformative public acts of one of the top
historical figures of the twentieth century. Richard Sorabji, continuing his
exploration of the many connections between South Asian thought and ancient
Greek and Roman philosophy, brings together in this volume the unlikely pairing
of Mahatma Gandhi and the Stoics, uncovering a host of parallels that suggests a
deep affinity spanning the two millennia between them.
 
While scholars have long known Gandhi’s direct Western influences to be
Platonic and Christian, Sorabji shows how a look at Gandhi’s convergence with
the Stoics works mutually, throwing light on both of them. Both emphasized
emotional detachment, which provided a necessary freedom, a suspicion of
universal rules of conduct that led to a focus not on human rights but human
duties—the personally determined paths each individual must make for his or her
self. By being indifferent, paradoxically, both the Stoics and Gandhi could love
manifoldly. In drawing these links to the fore, Sorabji demonstrates the
comparative consistency of Gandhi’s philosophical ideas, isolating the specific
ideological strengths that were required to support some of the most
consequential political acts and experiments in how to live.
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“Was Gandhi a philosopher? Yes.” So begins this remarkable investigation of the guiding principles that
motivated the transformative public acts of one of the top historical figures of the twentieth century. Richard
Sorabji, continuing his exploration of the many connections between South Asian thought and ancient Greek
and Roman philosophy, brings together in this volume the unlikely pairing of Mahatma Gandhi and the
Stoics, uncovering a host of parallels that suggests a deep affinity spanning the two millennia between them.
 
While scholars have long known Gandhi’s direct Western influences to be Platonic and Christian, Sorabji
shows how a look at Gandhi’s convergence with the Stoics works mutually, throwing light on both of them.
Both emphasized emotional detachment, which provided a necessary freedom, a suspicion of universal rules
of conduct that led to a focus not on human rights but human duties—the personally determined paths each
individual must make for his or her self. By being indifferent, paradoxically, both the Stoics and Gandhi
could love manifoldly. In drawing these links to the fore, Sorabji demonstrates the comparative consistency
of Gandhi’s philosophical ideas, isolating the specific ideological strengths that were required to support
some of the most consequential political acts and experiments in how to live.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Gandhi and the Stoics shows us how valuable a comparative approach can still be in providing us with new
ways of reading some of the world’s most influential texts, as well as in reflecting on one of the twentieth
century’s most influential human lives.”
(Charles A. Goodman Ethics)

“Richard Sorabji offers us a way to think about Gandhi’s nonviolence in a philosophically complex way that
also places the Mahatma in a much broader historical canvas, one that includes not only Stoicism and ancient
philosophy in general, but also early Christianity and its ‘recovery’ by the Mahatma’s correspondent,
Tolstoy. The dialogue that Gandhi and the Stoics creates between these great and otherwise disconnected
movements provides an immense pleasure to the reader. Suddenly we are able to exit the narrow compass of
Indian nationalism, within which Gandhi tends to be squeezed by academics, and consider his career from a
number of fresh perspectives.”
(Faisal Devji, St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford 2012-03-09)

“The book is an important and distinctive contribution to the history of ideas and to Gandhian studies.”
(Vinit Haksar, University of Edinburgh 2012-04-26)

“By looking at Gandhi from an unusual comparative perspective, Sorabji skillfully highlights several
unexplored aspects and perplexities of Gandhi's moral thought. His book makes a truly original contribution
to the growing philosophical literature on Gandhi.”
(Bhikhu Parekh, University of Westminster 2012-04-26)

“By juxtaposing Gandhi’s thought with that of the Stoics, Richard Sorabji not only provides important
insights into these thinkers but also sheds new light on the philosophical questions of emotional detachment,
non-violence, universal love, and unique personal duties. Indeed, this book presents a compelling case for
why these often neglected themes deserve the attention of contemporary moral philosophy. Sorabji discusses
these questions in a manner that is philosophically provocative, personally compelling, historically
interesting, and yet accessible to a broad audience. Gandhi and the Stoics is a book from which all who read
it will learn a great deal. Its spirit of interdisciplinarity and comparative analysis is commendable, as is the
grace with which it is written.”
(Mohamed Mehdi, Oakton Community College)

About the Author

Richard Sorabji is Honorary Fellow of Wolfson College at Oxford University and fellow and emeritus
professor at King’s College, London. He is the editor of over one hundred books and author of twelve,
including Aristotle on Memory; Necessity, Cause, and Blame; and Self, all published by the University of
Chicago Press. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Andrea Behnke:

This Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on Ancient Values tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on
Ancient Values can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on Ancient Values forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kayla France:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on Ancient Values, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Jennifer Jackson:

The e-book with title Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on Ancient Values has a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carole Arehart:

Precisely why? Because this Gandhi and the Stoics: Modern Experiments on Ancient Values is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.
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