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Japan’s first professionally produced, commercially marketed and nationally
distributed gay lifestyle magazine, Barazoku (‘The Rose Tribes’), was launched
in 1971. Publicly declaring the beauty and normality of homosexual desire,
Barazoku electrified the male homosexual world whilst scandalising mainstream
society, and sparked a vibrant period of activity that saw the establishment of an
enduring Japanese media form, the homo magazine. Using a detailed account of
the formative years of the homo magazine genre in the 1970s as the basis for a
wider history of men, this book examines the relationship between male
homosexuality and conceptions of manliness in postwar Japan. The book charts
the development of notions of masculinity and homosexual identity across the
postwar period, analysing key issues including public/private homosexualities,
inter-racial desire, male-male sex, love and friendship; the masculine body; and
manly identity. The book investigates the phenomenon of ‘manly
homosexuality’, little treated in both masculinity and gay studies on Japan,
arguing that desires and individual narratives were constructed within (and not
necessarily outside of) the dominant narratives of the nation, manliness and
Japanese culture. Overall, this book offers a wide-ranging appraisal of
homosexuality and manliness in postwar Japan, that provokes insights into
conceptions of Japanese masculinity in general.
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Japan’s first professionally produced, commercially marketed and nationally distributed gay lifestyle
magazine, Barazoku (‘The Rose Tribes’), was launched in 1971. Publicly declaring the beauty and normality
of homosexual desire, Barazoku electrified the male homosexual world whilst scandalising mainstream
society, and sparked a vibrant period of activity that saw the establishment of an enduring Japanese media
form, the homo magazine. Using a detailed account of the formative years of the homo magazine genre in
the 1970s as the basis for a wider history of men, this book examines the relationship between male
homosexuality and conceptions of manliness in postwar Japan. The book charts the development of notions
of masculinity and homosexual identity across the postwar period, analysing key issues including
public/private homosexualities, inter-racial desire, male-male sex, love and friendship; the masculine body;
and manly identity. The book investigates the phenomenon of ‘manly homosexuality’, little treated in both
masculinity and gay studies on Japan, arguing that desires and individual narratives were constructed within
(and not necessarily outside of) the dominant narratives of the nation, manliness and Japanese culture.
Overall, this book offers a wide-ranging appraisal of homosexuality and manliness in postwar Japan, that
provokes insights into conceptions of Japanese masculinity in general.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Jonathan D. Mackintosh is Lecturer in Japanese Studies at Birkbeck, University of London, UK. His
research interests include gender/sexuality in postwar Japan, masculinities and the body, and historical East
Asian diasporic identities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Coleman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Homosexuality and Manliness in Postwar
Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michelle Seidl:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Homosexuality and Manliness in
Postwar Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kenneth Armstrong:

You can obtain this Homosexuality and Manliness in Postwar Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Barbara Kyle:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when



they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Homosexuality and Manliness in Postwar
Japan (Routledge Contemporary Japan) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book Homosexuality and Manliness in Postwar Japan
(Routledge Contemporary Japan) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of these time.
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