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Donna M. Goldstein challenges much of what we think we know about the
"culture of poverty." Drawing on more than a decade of experience in Brazil,
Goldstein provides an intimate portrait of everyday life among the women of the
favelas, or urban shantytowns. These women have created absurdist and black-
humor storytelling practices in the face of trauma and tragedy. Goldstein helps us
to understand that such joking and laughter is part of an emotional aesthetic that
defines the sense of frustration and anomie endemic to the political and economic
desperation of the shantytown.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death.”

From the Inside Flap

"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death. In this affecting and deft ‘comedy of manners,’
Goldstein emerges as urban anthropology's new Jane Austen."—Nancy Scheper-Hughes, author of Death
without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazl

"Goldstein takes us right to where anthropology should be: into the blood, sweat, tears of shantytown life.
Laughter Out of Place tells the story of a Brazilian family on the edge of survival where women and children
struggle, not just to stay alive, but also for joy in the face of poverty, men, and mutual betrayal."—~Philippe
Bourgois, author of In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A stunning ethnographic achievement that should become an urban anthropological classic. Goldstein
brings us close to women who under extraordinary circumstances of poverty use humor to reveal the
penetrating truth of their relationship to structures of power and the ironies of their raced, classed, and
gendered lives. Superb and engaging ethnographic analysisis framed by sophisticated social theory and a
comprehensive treatment of the literature on contemporary Brazilian society."—Judith Goode, co-editor of
The New Poverty Sudies: The Ethnography of Power, Palitics and Impoverished People in the United Sates

From the Back Cover

"Goldstein returns anthropology to what it does best while taking the reader on a no-holds-barred ride
through the tragicomic world of a Rio favela. She captures the bittersweet laughter of Brazil's vast
subterranean underclass of domestic servants who keep their anger and despair at bay by laughing and
spitting into the face of chaos, injustice, and premature death. In this affecting and deft ‘comedy of manners, '
Goldstein emerges as urban anthropology's new Jane Austen.”--Nancy Scheper-Hughes, author of "Death
without Weeping: The Violence of Everyday Life in Brazil

"Goldstein takes us right to where anthropol ogy should be: into the blood, sweat, tears of shantytown life.
"Laughter Out of Placetells the story of aBrazilian family on the edge of survival where women and
children struggle, not just to stay alive, but also for joy in the face of poverty, men, and mutual betrayal."--
Philippe Bourgois, author of "In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio

"A stunning ethnographic achievement that should become an urban anthropological classic. Goldstein
brings us close to women who under extraordinary circumstances of poverty use humor to reveal the
penetrating truth of their relationship to structures of power and the ironies of their raced, classed, and
gendered lives. Superb and engaging ethnographic analysisis framed by sophisticated socia theory and a
comprehensive treatment of the literature on contemporary Brazilian society."--Judith Goode, co-editor of
"The New Poverty Studies: The Ethnography of Power, Politics and Impoverished People in the United



States

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Russell Belcher:

The experience that you get from Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality inaRio
Shantytown (California Seriesin Public Anthropology) will be the more deep you searching the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown
(Cdifornia Seriesin Public Anthropology) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in anumber of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the
author of thisreserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in aRio
Shantytown (California Series in Public Anthropology) instantly.

Lorri Nicholson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Laughter Out of
Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Seriesin Public Anthropology)
suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era Typically the book untitled Laughter
Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Seriesin Public
Anthropology)is the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of peoplein
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previousto. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of thisreserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Rhonda Hoffman:

The e-book untitled Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown
(Cdifornia Seriesin Public Anthropology) is the publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the
e-book of Laughter Out of Place: Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California
Seriesin Public Anthropology) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Clifford Stoner:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends isthing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Laughter Out of Place:



Race, Class, Violence, and Sexuality in a Rio Shantytown (California Seriesin Public Anthropology), you
are able to enjoy bath. It is very good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type
isit? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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