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This comprehensive anthology includes classic and contemporary readingsin
moral theory--awide array of essays that address today's most philosophically
interesting and controversial ethical and political issues. Includes an ethical
theory overview; shows relevance of traditional and contemporary writers. KEY
TOPICS: Features articles on self-interest and morality, rule utilitarianism and
the conflict between duty and sentiment; Features readings on life and death,
terrorism, internment in time of war, distribution of scarce medical resources and
the survival lottery; Features essays on democracy, capitalism and its ethos,
multiculturalism, identity and reparations. Extensive coverage of violence,
terrorism, and war, as well as relativism and grounds of morality. MARKET :For
those involved in socia or political ethical decision making.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

This comprehensive anthology includes classic and contemporary readings in moral theory along with awide
array of essays that address today's most philosophically interesting and controversia ethical and political
issues. Covering a broad range of topics -- across the entire philosophical and political spectrum -- it shows
the relevance of traditional thinkers as well as the many ways that contemporary writers are challenging the
limits of the classical works.

From the Back Cover

John Arthur'swidely used, comprehensive anthology, how in its Seventh Edition, includes classic and
contemporary readings in moral theory that discuss the role of self-interest and religion in morality, moral
relativism, moral truth and objectivity. It includes representatives of traditional moral theories as well as
contemporary works on moral theory. Following these are essays that address today's most philosophically
interesting and controversial ethical and political issues, from abortion and animal rights to the environment,
capital punishment, war, genetic engineering, euthanasia and the distribution of medical resources, sexuality,
and marriage and the family. The book also covers many of the central problems of political theory, ranging
from the ideal state, patriotism, and civil disobedience, poverty, drugs, and free speech to racial and sexual
oppression, multiculturalism, and affirmative action. Covering a broad range of topics this text presents a
balanced collection of articles that reflect the breadth of the philosophical and political spectrum. Blending
the works of classical and contemporary writers, the text also shows the relevance of traditional thinkers as
well as the many ways that contemporary writers expand on or criticize classical works.

New for the Seventh Edition:

o Expanded discussions of self-interest and morality, rule utilitarianism, war and terrorism, cloning,
capitalism, democratic government, multiculturalism, and reparations.
¢ Entirely new sections covering topics such as
o Medical Care Ethics
o Multiculturalism, assimilation, and identity

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Preface to the Sixth Edition

| continue to be pleased at the remarkabl e success of this book. Not only has it been widely used in ethics
and moral problems courses, but it has also found its way into many classesin political and social
philosophy. | have endeavored in this edition to increase the book's flexibility and coverage while
maintaining the virtues of the previous one.

Much of the earlier edition remainsintact, largely in response to reviewers and friends who report they and
students have found the material works well and who therefore do not want it changed. | have revised
dightly the basic organizational structure, dividing the book into four parts: Moral Theory, Issues of Life and
Death, Political and Socia Relationships, and Personal Relationships. Within this structure, the different
sections have remained largely intact. | have included atotal of eighteen new readingsin this edition, each of
which, | believe, further strengthens the book. Many of them bring the book up-to-date, discussing the
implications of biotechnology and the information revolution on our ethical lives; others were suggested by
reviewers, who wanted more coverage of capital punishment, for example, or on terrorism, relativism, and
homosexuality.



The choice of these new articles reflects my fundamental editorial goals: (1) to ensure that the readings are
philosophically sophisticated while at the same time they are accessible to typical ‘undergraduate students;
(2) to cover controversial positions on awide array of topics, especially ones that students find interesting
and that challenge received opinions; (3) to include articles that speak directly to one another, so that the
issues are developed in a coherent fashion by authors who explicitly criticize the positions and arguments of
those who have gone before; and (4) to increase the presence of different cultural, gender, and racial
perspectives, along with better representation of women authors.

Part I, Mora Theory, includes expanded coverage of relativism and of the grounds of morality. The next
part, Issues of Life and Death, now has an entire new section on "Violence, Terrorism, and War" that
includes essays on gun control and terrorism. The readings on "Capital Punishment" include three new
essays, essentially a debate between Jeffrey Reiman and Ernest van den Haag. The section on euthanasia has
been expanded to "Euthanasia and Eugenics' and now includes an essay on the moral significance of
biomedical technology. Part I11, Political and Social Relationships, includes Marx and Engel's work along
with adifferent selection from Walzer on hard work and desert. There are al'so new essaysin the "Free
Speech" section, on poalitical correctness and on Internet censorship. The discussion of "Affirmative Action
and Reparations" now includes a discussion of the claim that some form of reparationsis due to African
American descendants of victims of slavery and discrimination. Among the topics are the nature of
reparations, the relevance of the fact that present-day whites had no role in slavery, the causes of economic
inequalities, and the difficulties of determining how much is owed—and to whom. Part |V, Personal
Relationships, includes new essays on the morality of homaosexuality and the impact of the information age
on personal relationships. The final section, on "Marriage and the Family," includes a debate on same-sex
marriage and a critique of liberalism's no-fault approach to family that emphasizes individual freedom and
the "unencumbered” self.

Each of the sections isindependent of the others and can be included or omitted as desired. Thus, some
readers might want to concentrate on social and political philosophy, ignoring issues of life and desth
entirely; others may want to concentrate on those questions, leaving topics such as justice and free speech
aside. The entirety of Part | isalso optional, although some of the later readings do assume at least an
intuitive sense of the difference between utilitarian and deontological theories.

As before, each essay begins with ageneral introduction outlining what students can expect to find in the
reading, and a series of review and discussion questions ends each essay. L onger, essay questions at the end
of each section allow students to discuss two or more articles gathered around a single issue. These questions
are designed to test students' understanding of the basic arguments presented in the book and to provoke
discussion by suggesting possible lines of criticism and interesting comparisons with other essays or legal
opinions. Studying Philosophy: A Guide for the Perplexed. In addition to material on how to read and
discuss philosophy and how to write a good philosophy paper, the Guide a so includes sections on basic
grammar and punctuation rules, common spelling errors, tips for taking exams, guidelines and suggested
formsfor peer review of papers, and useful resources for studying philosophy.

Specia thanksto reviewers and friends who have provided valuable suggestions and criticisms of this and
earlier editions: Jim Abbott, Chesire Calhoun, Irwin Goldstein, Donald C. Hubin, Hugh LaFollette, Sarah
Leffler, Elliot Leffler, Paul Menzel, Martin Perlmutter, Bill Shaw, Barbara Spencer, Amy Shapiro, Deni
Elliott, David Hadlett, Joseph Kupfer, Max Pensky, Joseph J. Tarala, and Richard L. Wilson. The reviewers
for this edition were Larry D. McCargar, Massachusetts College of Art; Elizabeth Oljar, University of Detroit
Mercy; Nancy A. Stanlick, University of Southern Florida; Richard Volkman, Southern Connecticut State
University; and Harry van der Linden, Butler University.

John Arthur
Binghamton University



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ann Wren:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Morality and Moral Controversies as your
daily resource information.

Victor Banister:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Morality and Moral Controversies, you may tells your family, friends and soon about
yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

William McNally:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Morality and Moral Controversies guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Morality and Moral Controversies as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Donald Cauley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media socia including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Morality and Moral Controversies when you necessary it?
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