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From the award-winning and renowned illustrator Thomas Locker, beautiful oil-
painted illustrations pair with this wonderful retelling of the traditional Dutch
folktale. 

Jan had never done anything more heroic than shout for the guard because he’d
imagined he’d seen a sea serpent. But when Jan discovered water trickling
through a desolate stretch of the dike that protected his low-lying village, he
knew he had to act fast.
 
“Visually stunning.”—Publishers Weekly

"Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is especially significant to
the story and to the Dutch people who have spent centuries battling the sea."--
School Library Journal
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This retelling of the traditional Dutch folktale is coupled with Locker's masterful oil paintings, which recall
well-known works such as Rembrandt's "Night Watch" and several Vermeers. A little boy, Pieter, is sent to
his room because he has misbehaved. So his grandmother tells him of another bad boy, Jan, who held back
the sea. Pieter serves merely as the framework for the account of the legend, which distances readers from
the action. The scenery is magnificentluminous skies, light-infused landscapes, a tumultuous seacreating a
chiaroscuro effect that recalls the Dutch masters. However, Jan is merely a detail in the paintings. The real
thrust of the taleJan's mischief, his fear at the discovery of the leak, his determination, his misery through the
night, the suffering and then pride of his parentsis lost in the paintings; the text is overshadowed by the grand
scale of the artwork. All ages.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3 Grandmother tells Pieter, who has been sent to his room, the story of The Boy Who
Held Back the Sea. Hort's adaptation of a story that appears in Mary Mapes Dodge's Hans Brinker is
significantly longer with numerous changes and embellishments. More complex characters have been
created, removing the story from the realm of fable and placing it into fiction. Jan is depicted as a
troublemaker who tells tales about sea serpents to the dike's watchmen, plays hookey from church, and
throws a rock through a school windowa complete opposite from the sunny-haired boy of gentle disposition
who reads to a blind man in Hans Brinker. Both, however, become heroes when they observe a hole in the
dike and plug it with a finger. Locker's arresting oil paintings, with their dramatic clouds, towering trees, and
natural diffused lighting are suggestive of the 17th-Century Dutch landscape paintings made famous by
Jacob van Ruisdael. The posed figures and the meticulously depicted objects in the opening and closing
scenes are particularly reminiscent of Vermeer. Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is
especially significant to the story and to the Dutch people who have spent centuries battling the sea. Karen
K. Radtke, Milwaukee Public Lib .
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Visually stunning.”—Publishers Weekly 

"Locker's depiction of nature overpowering humanity is especially significant to the story and to the Dutch
people who have spent centuries battling the sea."--School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Boy Who Held
Back the Sea (Picture Puffin Books)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?



Rick Briones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Boy Who Held Back the Sea
(Picture Puffin Books) book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Kay Davidson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Boy Who Held
Back the Sea (Picture Puffin Books) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Peter Lombard:

You may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Boy Who Held Back the Sea (Picture
Puffin Books) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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