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In the Western imagination, the Middle Eastern harem was a place of sex,
debauchery, slavery, miscegenation, power, riches, and sheer abandon. But for
the women and children who actually inhabited this realm of the imperial palace,
thereality was vastly different. In this collection of transated memoirs, three
women who lived in the Ottoman imperial harem in Istanbul between 1876 and
1924 offer afascinating glimpse 'behind the veil' into the lives of Muslim palace
women of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The memoirists are
Filizten, concubine to Sultan Murad V; Princess Ayse, daughter of Sultan
Abdulhamid I1; and Safiye, a schoolteacher who instructed the grandchildren and
harem ladies of Sultan Mehmed V. Their recollections of the Ottoman harem
reveal therigid protocol and hierarchy that governed the lives of the imperia
family and concubines, as well as the hundreds of slave women and black
eunuchs in service to them. The memoairists show that, far from being a place of
debauchery, the harem was a family home in which polite and refined behavior
prevailed.

Douglas Brookes explains the social structure of the nineteenth-century Ottoman
palace harem in his introduction. These three memoirs, written across a half
century and by women of differing social classes, offer afuller and richer portrait
of the Ottoman imperial harem than has ever before been available in English.
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In the Western imagination, the Middle Eastern harem was a place of sex, debauchery, slavery,
miscegenation, power, riches, and sheer abandon. But for the women and children who actually inhabited
this realm of the imperial palace, the reality was vastly different. In this collection of translated memoirs,
three women who lived in the Ottoman imperial harem in Istanbul between 1876 and 1924 offer a fascinating
glimpse 'behind the veil' into the lives of Muslim palace women of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The memoirists are Filizten, concubine to Sultan Murad V; Princess Ayse, daughter of Sultan
Abdulhamid II; and Safiye, a schoolteacher who instructed the grandchildren and harem ladies of Sultan
Mehmed V. Their recollections of the Ottoman harem reveal the rigid protocol and hierarchy that governed
the lives of the imperial family and concubines, as well as the hundreds of slave women and black eunuchs
in service to them. The memoirists show that, far from being a place of debauchery, the harem was a family
home in which polite and refined behavior prevailed.

Douglas Brookes explains the social structure of the nineteenth-century Ottoman palace harem in his
introduction. These three memoirs, written across a half century and by women of differing socia classes,
offer afuller and richer portrait of the Ottoman imperial harem than has ever before been availablein
English.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Douglas Scott Brookes holds a Ph.D. in Near Eastern Studies from the University of California, Berkeley,
and teaches courses in Ottoman and Middle Eastern history and culture. He lives in Oakland, California.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gary Rose:

Here thing why that The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher:
V oices from the Ottoman Harem giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from
the Ottoman Harem. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having
difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher:

V oices from the Ottoman Harem in e-book can be your substitute.

Enrique Myers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
abook you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem will
give you new experience in reading a book.

Byron Angle:

Beside this specific The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: V oices from the Ottoman Harem in your
phone, it could give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you fedl like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher:
Voices from the Ottoman Harem because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!



James Williams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher:
Voices from the Ottoman Harem was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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