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The thunderous roar of exploding depth charges was a familiar and comforting
sound to the crew members of the USS Barb, who frequently found themselves
somewhere between enemy fire and Davy Jones's locker.
 
Under the leadership of her fearless skipper, Captain Gene Fluckey, the Barb
sank the greatest tonnage of any American sub in World War II. At the same
time, the Barb did far more than merely sink ships-she changed forever the way
submarines stalk and kill their prey.
 
This is a gripping adventure chock-full of "you-are-there" moments. Fluckey has
drawn on logs, reports, letters, interviews, and a recently discovered illegal diary
kept by one of his torpedomen. And in a fascinating twist, he uses archival
documents from the Japanese Navy to give its version of events.
 
The unique story of the Barb begins with its men, who had the confidence to
become unbeatable. Each team helped develop innovative ideas, new tactics, and
new strategies. All strove for personal excellence, and success became
contagious. Instead of lying in wait under the waves, the USS Barb pursued
enemy ships on the surface, attacking in the swift and precise style of torpedo
boats. She was the first sub to use rocket missiles and to creep up on enemy
convoys at night, joining the flank escort line from astern, darting in and out as
she sank ships up the column.
Surface-cruising, diving only to escape, "Luckey Fluckey" relentlessly patrolled
the Pacific, driving his boat and crew to their limits. There can be no greater
contrast to modern warfare's long-distance, videogame style of battle than the
exploits of the captain and crew of the USS Barb, where they sub, out of
ammunition, actually rammed an enemy ship until it sank.
 
Thunder Below! is a first-rate, true-life, inspirational story of the courage and
heroism of ordinary men under fire.
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The thunderous roar of exploding depth charges was a familiar and comforting sound to the crew members
of the USS Barb, who frequently found themselves somewhere between enemy fire and Davy Jones's locker.
 
Under the leadership of her fearless skipper, Captain Gene Fluckey, the Barb sank the greatest tonnage of
any American sub in World War II. At the same time, the Barb did far more than merely sink ships-she
changed forever the way submarines stalk and kill their prey.
 
This is a gripping adventure chock-full of "you-are-there" moments. Fluckey has drawn on logs, reports,
letters, interviews, and a recently discovered illegal diary kept by one of his torpedomen. And in a
fascinating twist, he uses archival documents from the Japanese Navy to give its version of events.
 
The unique story of the Barb begins with its men, who had the confidence to become unbeatable. Each team
helped develop innovative ideas, new tactics, and new strategies. All strove for personal excellence, and
success became contagious. Instead of lying in wait under the waves, the USS Barb pursued enemy ships on
the surface, attacking in the swift and precise style of torpedo boats. She was the first sub to use rocket
missiles and to creep up on enemy convoys at night, joining the flank escort line from astern, darting in and
out as she sank ships up the column.
Surface-cruising, diving only to escape, "Luckey Fluckey" relentlessly patrolled the Pacific, driving his boat
and crew to their limits. There can be no greater contrast to modern warfare's long-distance, videogame style
of battle than the exploits of the captain and crew of the USS Barb, where they sub, out of ammunition,
actually rammed an enemy ship until it sank.
 
Thunder Below! is a first-rate, true-life, inspirational story of the courage and heroism of ordinary men under
fire.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The USS Barb was the Navy's most successful submarine in WW II. Operating mainly in the South China
Sea, the Formosa Strait and the forever mysterious Sea of Okhotsk, the Barb sank at least 29 Japanese ships
and climaxed its final patrol with an audacious commando raid on land during which the crew destroyed a
16-car train. This was the sole U.S. military landing on Japanese soil during the war. Drawing on ship's logs,
letters, interviews, diaries and his own memory, Fluckey, a retired rear admiral, reconstructs every attack by
and against the sub from its eighth through its 12th and last patrol. This was the 15-month period when he
served as the Barb's skipper, winning the Medal of Honor and four Navy Crosses for his daring exploits.
Fluckey is a fine writer with a lively, colorful style. His book is packed with action and suspense and is rich
in details about the day-today operation of a submarine in combat. Photos. Military Book Club main
selection.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Medal of Honor holder Fluckey relates the story of his wartime command, U.S. submarine Barb , in a well-
told and -researched narrative of undersea resourcefulness and courage. Barb set an unparalleled record of
exploits in the naval war against Japan, and Fluckey has used both U.S. and Japanese naval records to re-
create the vessel's story. The quality of his writing is far above the usual wartime memoir. This title will
appeal to readers of both military history and Tom Clancy-style technothrillers. Highly recommended for
World War II collections. Military Bk. Club main selection.-- Stanley Planton, Ohio Univ.
Chillicothe Lib.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A sprightly memoir by a young submarine captain in the Pacific war, written by an old man looking back as
a retired admiral, perhaps a bit amazed at the feats of his reckless youth." -- Thomas E. Ricks, The
Washington Post Book World

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Harris:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled Thunder Below!: The USS Barb Revolutionizes Submarine Warfare in
World War II can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Joshua Bush:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Thunder Below!: The USS Barb Revolutionizes Submarine Warfare in World
War II can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Mathew Holstein:

You can find this Thunder Below!: The USS Barb Revolutionizes Submarine Warfare in World War II by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ashley Johnson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Thunder Below!: The USS Barb Revolutionizes Submarine Warfare in World War II we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book
Thunder Below!: The USS Barb Revolutionizes Submarine Warfare in World War II. You can more pleasing
than now.
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