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Abe and Willie live across the alley from each other. Willie is black and Abe is
Jewish, and during the day, they don't talk. But at night they open their windows
and are best friends. Willie shows Abe how to throw a real big-league slider, and
Abe gives Willie his violin to try out. Then one night, Abe's grandfather catches
them—will Abe and Willie have the courage to cross the alley and reveal their
friendship during the day?

Like the bestselling The Other Side, E. B. Lewis's striking, atmospheric
watercolors bring to life a moving story of baseball and music, and how two
young people try to bridge the divide of prejudice.
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Abe and Willie live across the alley from each other. Willie is black and Abe is Jewish, and during the day,
they don't talk. But at night they open their windows and are best friends. Willie shows Abe how to throw a
real big-league slider, and Abe gives Willie his violin to try out. Then one night, Abe's grandfather catches
them—will Abe and Willie have the courage to cross the alley and reveal their friendship during the day?

Like the bestselling The Other Side, E. B. Lewis's striking, atmospheric watercolors bring to life a moving
story of baseball and music, and how two young people try to bridge the divide of prejudice.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3–The poignancy of two boys who can be friends only at night is revealed brilliantly in
both text and rich watercolor art. Willie's dad, a starter in the Negro leagues, expects that his son will pitch in
the majors. Abe's Jewish grandfather, a violinist in the old country before World War II, is sure that his
grandson will be the next Jascha Heifetz. What neither man knows is that the boys have been sharing their
talents across the alley at night. When Abe's grandfather discovers that it's Willie's beautiful music he has
been hearing, he invites him to perform at the temple. As Willie's dad, Abe's grandfather, and the two boys
walk there, people stare at them, and Willie's dad says, Ignorance comes in as many colors as talent. Nobody
wants to sit by Willie and his father in the temple, but the boy is as victorious at the recital as Abe is at the
baseball game later that afternoon. Best of all, supported by their loving families, the expectation is that they
now can be friends in the light. With lovely art that captures the joy both boys feel about their respective
talents, this endearing picture book offers a compelling message about overcoming prejudice.–Alexa
Sandmann, Kent State University, OH
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Racial differences keep Abe and Willie apart during the day, but at night they lean out of their bedroom
windows and talk together. Willie shows Abe how to pitch a slider, and he proves himself adept at the violin
that Abe hands across the alley. Lewis fills out his urban setting with indistinct figures and details for a
timeless feel, though text references to Sandy Koufax and Satchel Paige give the background a general fix.
Abe turns out to be better at baseball than Willie, and when the lads' secret comes out, it's Willie who gives a
recital at the temple, and Abe who takes the sandlot mound. Willie's father makes the point explicit: "Let
people stare . . . Ignorance comes in as many colors as talent." Despite some careless detailing (the alley
looks too wide for passing a violin, and Willie holds the slider incorrectly), this purposeful tale works well as
a similarly themed companion to Jacqueline Woodson's Other Side (2001), also illustrated by Lewis. John
Peters
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Kindergarten-Grade 3 The poignancy of two boys who can be friends only at night is revealed brilliantly in
both text and rich watercolor art. Willie's dad, a starter in the Negro leagues, expects that his son will pitch in
the majors. Abe's Jewish grandfather, a violinist in the old country before World War II, is sure that his
grandson will be the next Jascha Heifetz. What neither man knows is that the boys have been sharing their
talents across the alley at night. When Abe's grandfather discovers that it's Willie's beautiful music he has
been hearing, he invites him to perform at the temple. As Willie's dad, Abe's grandfather, and the two boys
walk there, people stare at them, and Willie's dad says, Ignorance comes in as many colors as talent. Nobody
wants to sit by Willie and his father in the temple, but the boy is as victorious at the recital as Abe is at the
baseball game later that afternoon. Best of all, supported by their loving families, the expectation is that they
now can be friends in the light. With lovely art that captures the joy both boys feel about their respective
talents, this endearing picture book offers a compelling message about overcoming prejudice --School
Library Journal

Racial differences keep Abe and Willie apart during the day, but at night they lean out of their bedroom
windows and talk together. Willie shows Abe how to pitch a slider, and he proves himself adept at the violin
that Abe hands across the alley. Lewis fills out his urban setting with indistinct figures and details for a
timeless feel, though text references to Sandy Koufax and Satchel Paige give the background a general fix.
Abe turns out to be better at baseball than Willie, and when the lads' secret comes out, it's Willie who gives a
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recital at the temple, and Abe who takes the sandlot mound. Willie's father makes the point explicit: "Let
people stare . . . Ignorance comes in as many colors as talent." Despite some careless detailing (the alley
looks too wide for passing a violin, and Willie holds the slider incorrectly), this purposeful tale works well as
a similarly themed companion to Jacqueline Woodson's Other Side (2001), also illustrated by Lewis. John
Peters --Booklist

National Jewish Book Award finalist. --National Jewish Book Award

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julie Tice:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Across the Alley
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Harold Scott:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them
is this Across the Alley.

Wm Dunlap:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Across the Alley it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Audrey Mack:

The reason? Because this Across the Alley is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was



fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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