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The city and the cinema have become inextricably intertwined over the last
century, with the identities of places becoming bound up in their cinematic
portrayals. We have seen the landmarks of New York, London and Tokyo turn
into iconic symbols of wealth, power, status, style and culture, and for the
majority of people the images and sounds of movies form the only experience
they will ever have of distant cities.

Cinematic Urbanism presents an urban history of modernity and postmodernity
through the lens of cinema. AlSayyad traces the dissolution of the boundary
between real and reel through time and space via a series of films that represent
different modernities. They include:

Cinema Paradiso
It's a Wonderful Life
Metropolis
Brazil
Blade Runner
Annie Hall
Taxi Driver
Do the Right Thing
My Beautiful Laundrette
The Truman Show.

Alsayyad argues that our understanding of the city cannot be viewed
independently of cinematic experience. Films do not only capture the depiction
of a society; they influence the way we construct images of the world and, as a
result, how we operate within it. We are beginning to blur the distinction between
what is real in the everyday, and how we imagine the everyday. Cinematic
Urbanism explores this dynamic, bringing together insights from urban and film
studies to illuminate current architectural debate.
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The city and the cinema have become inextricably intertwined over the last century, with the identities of
places becoming bound up in their cinematic portrayals. We have seen the landmarks of New York, London
and Tokyo turn into iconic symbols of wealth, power, status, style and culture, and for the majority of people
the images and sounds of movies form the only experience they will ever have of distant cities.

Cinematic Urbanism presents an urban history of modernity and postmodernity through the lens of cinema.
AlSayyad traces the dissolution of the boundary between real and reel through time and space via a series of
films that represent different modernities. They include:

Cinema Paradiso
It's a Wonderful Life
Metropolis
Brazil
Blade Runner
Annie Hall
Taxi Driver
Do the Right Thing
My Beautiful Laundrette
The Truman Show.

Alsayyad argues that our understanding of the city cannot be viewed independently of cinematic experience.
Films do not only capture the depiction of a society; they influence the way we construct images of the world
and, as a result, how we operate within it. We are beginning to blur the distinction between what is real in the
everyday, and how we imagine the everyday. Cinematic Urbanism explores this dynamic, bringing together
insights from urban and film studies to illuminate current architectural debate.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nezar AlSayyad is Professor of Architecture, Planning and Urban History at the University of California at
Berkeley. He is the Associate Dean for International Programs at the College of Environmental Design, and
Chair of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Berkeley. Additionally, he is the Director of the
International Association for the Study of Traditional Environments and principal editor of its journal,
Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clare Lucas:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the Modern
from Reel to Real. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important some sort of book Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the Modern from Reel to Real. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

John Herrera:

Often the book Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the Modern from Reel to Real will bring that you the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the Modern
from Reel to Real is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Yvette Barstow:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the
Modern from Reel to Real book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Cinematic Urbanism: A
History of the Modern from Reel to Real as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.



Beth French:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Cinematic Urbanism: A History of the Modern from Reel to Real this
guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how
can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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