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How freeisthe Northern Irish writer to produce even a short poem when every
word will be scrutinised for its political subtext? Is the visual artist compelled to
react to the latest atrocity? Must the creative artist be aware of his or her own
incul cated prejudices and political affiliations, and must these be reveaed overtly
in the artwork? Because of these and other related questions, the recent work by
Northern Irish writers and visual artists has been characterised by an inward-
looking self-consciousness. It is an art that relays its personal responsesin
guarded, often coded ways. Characterised by obliquity and self-reflexivity, the
art does not simply re-present events and the artist s emotive response towards
them,; rather, it calls attention to the manner of its presentation. It is an art about
art, and its role and place in society. Governing the Tongue examines how the
creation of art in atime of violence brings about an anxiety in the Northern Irish
artist regarding his or her artistic role, and how it callsinto question the ability to
represent events. The series of essaysisinter-disciplinary in its approach,
exploring the place of art its role and location in the work of key Northern Irish
writers (Ciaran Carson, Seamus Deane, Brian Friel, Seamus Heaney, Michael
Longley, Medbh McGuckian, Eoin McNamee, Glenn Patterson) and visual artists
(Willie Doherty, Rita Donagh, Paul Seawright, Victor Sloan).
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aware of hisor her own inculcated prejudices and political affiliations, and must these be revealed overtly in
the artwork? Because of these and other related questions, the recent work by Northern Irish writers and
visual artists has been characterised by an inward-looking self-consciousness. It is an art that relaysits
personal responses in guarded, often coded ways. Characterised by obliquity and self-reflexivity, the art does
not simply re-present events and the artist s emotive response towards them; rather, it calls attention to the
manner of its presentation. It isan art about art, and its role and place in society. Governing the Tongue
examines how the creation of art in atime of violence brings about an anxiety in the Northern Irish artist
regarding his or her artistic role, and how it calls into question the ability to represent events. The series of
essaysisinter-disciplinary in its approach, exploring the place of art its role and location in the work of key
Northern Irish writers (Ciaran Carson, Seamus Deane, Brian Friel, Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley,
Medbh McGuckian, Eoin McNamee, Glenn Patterson) and visual artists (Willie Doherty, Rita Donagh, Paul
Seawright, Victor Sloan).
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Shane Alcobia-Murphy is alecturer in English at the University of Aberdeen. He has published widely on
Northern Irish literature and visua art. He is the author of Sympathetic Ink: Intertextual Relationsin
Northern Irish Poetry (Liverpool UP, 2006) and has edited Crosscurrents in Irish and Scottish Literature
(Ollscoil naBanriona, 2004).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ruby Pritchett:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Governing the Tongue is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
inthisera.

Mildred M cConkey:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Governing the Tongue is kind of
e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Pedro Dillon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Governing the Tongue why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Tammy Paradis:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have prablem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of thistime you only find publication that need more



time to be study. Governing the Tongue can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who
have those short time problems.
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