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Shoes are an integral part of Jewish material culture. Although they appear in
some of the most foundational biblical stories, they are generally regarded as no
more than lowly, albeit essential, accessories.

Jews and Shoes takes a fresh look at the makings and meanings of shoes,
cobblers, and barefootedness in Jewish experience. The book shows how shoes
convey theological, social, and economic concepts, and as such are intriguing
subjects for inquiry within a wide range of cultural, artistic, and historic contexts.
The book's multidisciplinary approach encompasses a wide range of
contributions from disciplines as diverse as fashion, visual culture, history,
anthropology, Bible and Talmud, and performance studies. Jews and Shoes will
appeal to students, scholars and general readers alike who are interested to find
out more about the practical and symbolic significance of shoes in Jewish culture
since antiquity.
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Editorial Review

Review
After reading Jews and Shoes, one will no longer view that essential part of the wardrobe as a mere item of
necessity. Jewish Book World This highly original volume makes itself indispensable as much through the
extraordinary range of perspectives as through the lucidity and insights of the individual papers. It highlights
how an appreciation of biblical roots and later religious commentary gives us an understanding of later
folklore, theatrical and literary creativity, and ultimately contemporary politics. Rickie Burman, Director,
The Jewish Museum, London Moving with ease from the sacred to the profane, from canonical works to the
realm of public culture, from social to cultural history, Jews and Shoes invests great significance to what
might seem at first blush to be utterly ordinary. No one, after reading this book, will however think of shoes
as just 'being there.' Nahshon's Jewish shoes shows how everything has a history worth analyzing and
reading about. Hasia R. Diner, Paul S. and Sylvia Steinberg Professor of American Jewish History, New
York University Jews and Shoes is a remarkable and wonderful offbeat collection of pieces on shoes (or the
lack of them) from Moses' refusal to wear them to Ernst Lubitsch's evocation of WWI Berlin's Jewish world
of shoe selling. A wild mix of cultural history (Barbara Kirschenblatt-Gimlett and her father Mayer's images
of shoe making), anthropology (Rivka Parciack on Jewish tombstones in the shape of shoes), and literary
study (Andrew Ingall on Bruno Schulz), this is a great book of everyone who wears shoes, is Jewish or is
Jewish and wears shoes. Sander L. Gilman, author of The Jew's Body From ancient biblical references, to
contemporary Jewish law, the book takes the reader on a journey that highlights the religious, social and
political significance of footwear in Jewish life. Footwear News I, too, was amazed at how this "footnote" of
a topic yielded so much as a survey for the Semites. Rhonda Lieberman, Bookforum A fascinating new book
provides a shoe and tell of the many connections between footwear and the Jewish people. Pauline Dubkin
Yearwood, Chicago Jewish News I found the essays engaging and, at times, absolutely fascinating ... I
applaud the volume, especially its creativity and new insights, as a lively contribution to Jewish studies. Try
it on for size. I did, and it was a wonderful, delightful stroll. Shofar This book provides valuable lenses
through which to examine the shoe in Jewish cultural and religious history: as the social biography of an
ever-present object, as an historic examination of Jews in society, as a themed sampling of significant Jewish
literary and artistic expressions, and as a material entree into worlds of immateriality. Nashon moves the
reader through cultural histories, disparate lands, and artistic imaginations to track the footprints that Jews
have made on the history of the shoe. Museum Anthropology

About the Author

Edna Nahshon is Associate Professor of Hebrew at the Jewish Theological Seminary and Senior Associate,
Center of Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Oxford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

The book Jews and Shoes make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make studying a book Jews and Shoes for being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a book Jews and Shoes. Kinds of book are several. It



means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christy Dennie:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Jews and Shoes,
you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Wanda Mason:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Jews and Shoes, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Roland Hall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Jews and Shoes why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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