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Editorial Review

Review

Ten essays, 1971-83: ranging from autobiography through analyses of the underpinnings of sf to
examinations of specific authors and works - delivered in thunderous yet calculated tones, and a welter of
academic polysyllables. The autobiographical piece is most engaging and revealing - with Lem candidly
discussing his upbringing, his Jewish heritage, the German and Russian occupations of Poland, his own sf.
Elsewhere, he demonstrates his formidable intellect and his self-imposed conceptual limitations: he finds
fiction without intellectual challenge boring (and has no patience with the notion of fiction as entertainment);
in hisview, sf works in which neither the objects nor the ideas have any basisin reality are merely "empty
games." Later, however, Lem cogently discusses sf's various time-travel motifs - notwithstanding his
previous denunciation of "empty games" where "impossible time-travel machines are used to point out
impossible time-travel paradoxes." "The primary unsolved problem” of sf, he writes, is "the lack of a
theoretical typology of its paradigmatic structures' - yet he fails to demonstrate why this lack is so damaging.
On the incestuous nature of Western sf, he's devastating: "critiques are not produced independently, but are
written by either the authors or the editors of anthologies, who evaluate each other's works." (He also blasts
publishers and editors for camouflaging advertising as criticism.) For all these reasons, sf istrashy and apt to
remain so. Moving on to specifics, Lem shows himself to be a penetrating but often arbitrary and petulant
critic. Just about the only Western sf author he approves of (Ballard and Bradbury rate a maybe) is Philip K.
Dick - who "tries to probe the neglected, latent, untouched, as-yet-unrealized potentialities of human
existence." A. E. van Vogt'swork is condemned as "stupid lies' without a shred of evidence or analysis;
Borges, Lem determines, "has suffered from alack of afree and rich imagination." He criticizes Daniel
Keyes Flowersfor Algernon for what Leto thinks Keyes' should have written; the Strugatsky brothers
Roadside Picnic - which Leto not only analyzes brilliantly, but finds enjoyable - comesin for similar
treatment. Clearly, there's some ax-grinding going on. In sum: guaranteed to offend and provoke. (Kirkus
Reviews)

About the Author

Stanislaw Lem is the most widely translated and best known science fiction author writing outside of the
English language. Winner of the Kafka Prize, he is a contributor to many magazines, including the New
Y orker, and he is the author of numerous works, including Solaris.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Leonard Dail:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one together
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typicaly the Microworldsiskind of reserve which
is giving the reader erratic experience.



Dione Wicker:

Precisely why? Because this Microworlds is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you
to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So, still want
to postpone having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Tracy Zapata:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Microworlds provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Bruce Jackson:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Microworlds was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort
of book. If you know how big selling point of abook, you can fedl enjoy to read aguide. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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