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The English architects Alison Smithson (1928--1993) and Peter Smithson (1923-
-2003) were ringleaders of the New Brutalism, active in CIAM and Team 10, and
influential in English Pop Art. The Smithsons, who met as architecture students,
built only a few buildings but wrote prolifically throughout their career, leaving a
body of writings that consider issues in architecture and urbanism and also take
up subjects that are "not quite architecture" (the name of a series of articles
written by Alison Smithson for the Architects' Journal) -- including fashion
design, graphic communication, and children's tales. In this book, M. Christine
Boyer explores the Smithsons' writings -- books, articles, lectures, unpublished
manuscripts, and private papers. She focuses on unpublished material, reading
the letter, the scribbled note, the undelivered lecture, the scrapbook, the "magic
box," as words in the language of modern architectural history -- especially that
of postwar England, where the Smithsons and other architects were at the center
of the richest possible range of cultural encounters. Boyer is "writing around" the
Smithsons' work by considering the cultural contexts in which they formed and
wrote about their ideas.

Boyer explains that the Smithsons were intensely concerned with the
responsibility of the architect to ensure the quality of place, to build with lyrical
appropriateness. They reached back to the country landscapes of their childhood
and, Boyer argues, mixed their brand of New Brutalism with the English
Picturesque. The Smithsons saw architects as both inheritors and passers-on.
Their writings offer juxtapositions and connections, resembling an association of
interactive loops, ideas waiting to be transmuted into built form.
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Editorial Review

Review

Christine Boyer's book Not Quite Architecture is a delightful journey through the last half century of
architectural and urban design theory, focusing on the seminal contributions of Alison and Peter Smithson.
They were pivotal figures, helping to organize Team 10 and its successors and chronicling its attitudes,
promoting the New Brutalism through their writing and practice, dabbling in fashion and graphic
communications, debating the virtues of collective design, and serving as provocateurs as urban and
architectural theory has ascended in importance. Delightfully illustrated, the book captures an era that
elevated design to the forefront of urbanism.

(Gary Hack, Dean Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania School of Design; coauthor of Site Planning)

Christine Boyer's Not Quite Architecture offers a beautifully illustrated window into the complex world of
English architectural discourse from the 1950s to the 1980s. Centered on the writings of Team 10 founding
members Alison and Peter Smithson, it informs our historical understanding of the artistic and literary
contexts of their immensely influential work.

(Eric Mumford, Rebecca and John Voyles Professor of Architecture, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts, Washington University in St. Louis)

Boyer's careful and creative interpretations of notes, scrapbooks, and texts found in the Smithsons' archives
is not only the most thorough, wide-ranging, and coherent account of those architects' preoccupations and
persistent but evolving interests: her original reconstructions of post-World War II discourses and their
ruptures reinvigorate our understanding of mid-century modernism in Britain.

(Mark Linder, Professor, School of Architecture, Syracuse University)

Producing over 70 architectural projects and diagrammatic urban hypotheses in the space of 50 years, not to
mention an equal number of sometimes overlapping texts, essays, manifestos, sundry artworks, landscapes,
and even a novel, the Smithsons led a life of intense creativity. They were equally involved with the mores of
their time, whether these were expressed in terms of automobiles, houses, furniture, fashion, or the changing
format of their own domestic environment. They were as essential to swinging London as any of the other
cultural heroes of that epoch, such as John Osborne, Mary Quant, and the Beatles. Christine Boyer gives us a
vivid and nuanced portrait of the lives and works of this redoubtable architectural couple.

(Kenneth Frampton, Ware Professor of Architecture at the Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and
Preservation, Columbia University)

About the Author
M. Christine Boyer is William R. Kenan Jr. Professor in the School of Architecture at Princeton University
and the author of Dreaming the Rational City, The City of Collective Memory (both published by the MIT
Press), Le Corbusier: Homme de Lettres, and other books.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you obtain it
as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen in
you if you take Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) as the daily
resource information.

John Enriquez:

Often the book Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Not Quite Architecture:
Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press) is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Bobby Miller:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter
Smithson (MIT Press) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

James Fong:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Not Quite Architecture: Writing around Alison and Peter Smithson (MIT Press)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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