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In a career spanning more than forty years, Derek Birdsall has achieved renown
as a leading book designer in Britain. This practical and inspirational book distils
a lifetime’s professional experience. It presents and discusses nearly fifty books
he has designed, showing 360 spreads and covers, all in full color and to scale.

The designs range from Penguin paperback covers in the 1960s to a recent
complete redesign of The Church of England’s book of Common Worship.
Among Birdsall’s projects are award-winning art catalogues, catalogues raisonné
on such major artists as Mark Rothko and Georgia O’Keeffe, and books on wine,
chess, astronomy, architecture, and fine paper. Birdsall discusses and illustrates
the process of book design, from brief to deadline (which he calls the designer’s
muse). He includes specimen settings of his favorite text faces as well as an
innovative metric grid system for designing books. In addition, he lists books he
himself has found useful or inspiring. For every reader curious about the design
or production of books, this is a uniquely informative and instructive book.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Inspirational and revealing. . . . Birdsall comes across not only as a brilliant craftsman but also a gifted
teacher. . . . A vital book for students of book design and typography and an extremely readable journey
through Birdsall’s career.”—Mark Sinclair, Creative Review

“Stunning. . . . It is rare to find a useful design manual or such an essential designers monograph, but to find
both things under the same cover makes this book a must.”—Robert Fawcett-Tang, Grafik

About the Author

Derek Birdsall was consultant art director of the first Independent Magazine and has been a consultant
designer to Pirelli, Mobil Corporation, HRH The Prince of Wales School of Architecture, and The Church of
England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Martinez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Notes on Book Design. Try to make the book Notes on
Book Design as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Stacey Thompson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Notes on Book Design is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edward Suniga:

Beside this kind of Notes on Book Design in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new



knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Notes on Book
Design because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find
this book and read it from today!

Pandora Rice:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Notes on Book Design to make
your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve Notes on Book Design can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of this time.
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