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“Cinemabringsthe industrial revolution to the eye,” writes Jonathan Beller, “and
engages spectators in increasingly dematerialized processes of social

production.” In his groundbreaking critical study, cinemais the paradigmatic
example of how the act of looking has been construed by capital as * productive
labor.” Through an examination of cinema over the course of the twentieth
century, Beller establishes on both theoretical and historical grounds the process
of the emergent capitalization of perception. This process, he says, underpins the
current global economy.

By exploring a set of films made since the late 1920s, Beller argues that, through
cinema, capital first posits and then presupposes looking as a value-productive
activity. He argues that cinema, as the first crystallization of a new order of
media, isitself an abstraction of assembly-line processes, and that the
contemporary image is a politico-economic interface between the body and
capitalized social machinery. Where factory workers first performed sequenced
physical operations on moving objectsin order to produce a commodity, in the
cinema, spectators perform sequenced visual operations on moving montage
fragments to produce an image.

Beller develops his argument by highlighting various innovations and film texts
of the past century. These innovations include concepts and practices from the
revolutionary Soviet cinema, behaviorism, Taylorism, psychoanaysis, and
contemporary Hollywood film. He thus develops an analysis of what amounts to
the global industrialization of perception that today informs not only the specific
social functions of new media, but also sustains aviolent and hierarchical global
society.
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“Cinema brings the industrial revolution to the eye,” writes Jonathan Beller, “and engages spectatorsin
increasingly dematerialized processes of social production.” In his groundbreaking critical study, cinemais
the paradigmatic example of how the act of looking has been construed by capital as “productive labor.”
Through an examination of cinema over the course of the twentieth century, Beller establishes on both
theoretical and historical grounds the process of the emergent capitalization of perception. This process, he
says, underpins the current global economy.

By exploring a set of films made since the late 1920s, Beller argues that, through cinema, capital first posits
and then presupposes looking as a value-productive activity. He argues that cinema, as the first
crystallization of anew order of media, isitself an abstraction of assembly-line processes, and that the
contemporary image is a politico-economic interface between the body and capitalized social machinery.
Where factory workers first performed sequenced physical operations on moving objects in order to produce
acommodity, in the cinema, spectators perform sequenced visual operations on moving montage fragments
to produce an image.

Beller develops his argument by highlighting various innovations and film texts of the past century. These
innovations include concepts and practices from the revolutionary Soviet cinema, behaviorism, Taylorism,
psychoanalysis, and contemporary Hollywood film. He thus develops an analysis of what amounts to the
global industrialization of perception that today informs not only the specific social functions of new media,
but also sustains aviolent and hierarchical global society.
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Editorial Review
Review

"By critically studying films made since the late 1920s, the author argues that, through cinema, perception
and looking has been construed by capital as a value-productive activity." —Columbia College Today

"Beller'soverall thesis. . . isgroundbreaking . . . His use of classic and contemporary film theory is
ingenious. . . and this volume will inspire scholars to reconsider their approach to perception and the new
media."—CHOICE

"The Cinematic Mode of Production suggests something important about the relation of theory to history.
Despite their conceptual familiarity, the dire conclusions that Beller draws are compelling because the book
effectively offers adetailed historical elaboration, through a more material engagement with cinema. That is,
agreat part of itsvalue lies precisely in the ways in which it works to historicize cultural transitions whose
visibility is equally dependent upon broader theories of social change . . .Beller'sreliance on asingle film
also makes a very important intervention for film theory around the status of the example. As his discussion
of Soviet cinema should make clear, Beller explicitly argues that the image and its mode of organization is
both philosophical and practically oriented. It speaks to and about the very work it happens to be performing.
As such, it makes clear how works of mass art make figural depictions of the things they will actually effect,
whether cognitively or analogically. That is, it emphasizes how important the image has in fact become to
the reorganization of the world as we know it." —New Review of Film and Television Studies

"The engaging epilogueis attractive and | find myself returning to passages and ideas from the book . . ..
Beller isinteresting enough that this reviewer will be seeking out any further publications and development
on hispremise." —Learning, Media and Technology

About the Author
JONATHAN BELLER is Associate Professor of English and Humanities at the Pratt Institute.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jorge Hinkley:

This The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the Society of the Spectacle (Interfaces:
Studiesin Visual Culture) book isjust not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of The
Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the Society of the Spectacle (Interfaces: Studiesin
Visual Culture) without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the
Society of the Spectacle (Interfaces: Studiesin Visua Culture) can bring once you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.



This The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the Society of the Spectacle (Interfaces:
Studiesin Visua Culture) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Gregory Mackenzie:

In thistime globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the
Society of the Spectacle (Interfaces: Studiesin Visual Culture) this e-book consist alot of the information on
the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Clarence Ross:

Y ou can obtain this The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the Society of the Spectacle
(Interfaces: Studiesin Visual Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

L oretta Yoder:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It isreferred to as of book The Cinematic Mode of Production: Attention Economy and the Society of the
Spectacle (Interfaces: Studiesin Visual Culture). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It ismost critical that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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