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In seventeenth-century Japan, the wandering poet Basho developed haiku, a
seventeen-syllable poetic form now perhaps the most widely written type of
poetry in the world. Haiku are practiced by poets, lovers, and schoolchildren, by
“political haiku” twitterers, by anyone who has the desire to pin preception and
experience into a few quick phrases. This essay offers readers unparalleled
insight into the living heart of haiku—how haiku work and what they hold, and
how to read through and into their images to find a full expression of human life
and perceptions, sometimes profound, sometimes playful.

Jane Hirshfield is an award-winning poet and author of the now-classic Nine
Gates: Entering the Mind of Poetry, as well as an equally classic book
introducing earlier Japanese poetry, The Ink Dark Moon: Love Poems by
Komachi and Shikibu, Women of the Ancient Japanese Court.
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In seventeenth-century Japan, the wandering poet Basho developed haiku, a seventeen-syllable poetic form
now perhaps the most widely written type of poetry in the world. Haiku are practiced by poets, lovers, and
schoolchildren, by “political haiku” twitterers, by anyone who has the desire to pin preception and
experience into a few quick phrases. This essay offers readers unparalleled insight into the living heart of
haiku—how haiku work and what they hold, and how to read through and into their images to find a full
expression of human life and perceptions, sometimes profound, sometimes playful.

Jane Hirshfield is an award-winning poet and author of the now-classic Nine Gates: Entering the Mind of
Poetry, as well as an equally classic book introducing earlier Japanese poetry, The Ink Dark Moon: Love
Poems by Komachi and Shikibu, Women of the Ancient Japanese Court.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
To hear Jane Hirshfield tell it, the 17th-century Japanese poetry scene was a cross between a Surrealist
"exquisite corpse" session and a sake-lubed rap-battle circuit. But this is just one of the historically
enlightening gems packed into her beautiful essay on Matsuo Bash?, the most famous purveyor of haiku.
Packed with original translations, The Heart of Haiku is an elegant and reverent exploration of an itinerant
artist who "wanted to renovate human vision by putting what he saw into a bare handful of mostly ordinary
words, and… to renovate language by what he asked it to see." Absolutely no prior interest in poetry is
necessary to take from Hirshfield's essay the inspiration to drop everything, walk out in to the wide world,
open your eyes, and find out for yourself that "even the briefest form of poetry can have a wing-span of
immeasurable breadth." --Jason Kirk

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Kirby:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Jenny Perez:

The guide untitled The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single) from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Helen McClain:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.



Kari Hughes:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single) can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Heart of Haiku (Kindle Single).
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