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Over this last decade, the concept of Social Metabolism has gained prestige as a
theoretical instrument for the required analysis, to such an extent that there are
now dozens of researchers, hundreds of articles and several books that have
adopted and use this concept. However, there is a great deal of variety in terms of
definitions and interpretations, as well as different methodologies around this
concept, which prevents the consolidation of a unified field of new knowledge.
The fundamental aim of the book is to conduct a review of the past and present
usage of the concept of social metabolism, its origins and history, as well as the
main currents or schools that exist around this concept. At the same time, the
reviews and discussions included are used by the authors as starting points to
draw conclusions and propose a theory of socio-ecological transformations.

The theoretical and methodological innovations of this book include a distinction
of two types of metabolic processes: tangible and intangible; the analysis of the
social metabolism at different scales (in space and time) and a theory of socio-
ecological change overcoming the merely “systemic” or “cybernetic” nature of
conventional approaches, giving special protagonism to collective action.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Today, the most notable feature of the modern world is the growing concern for the future, since human
society is immersed in a “giant, uncontrolled experiment” (McNeill, 2000), which it has caused, where
natural and social processes are connected in an unprecedented way, generating new unpredictable and
surprising dynamics and synergies that are threatening the human species, planetary equilibrium and the
whole of life itself. Faced with the above situation, science as a whole is compelled to look back in order to
learn from the past (lessons), and to adopt a rigorous historical perspective that will provide a thorough
understanding of current situations from a socio-ecological perspective, capable of orchestrating
interdisciplinary research into relations between society and nature.

Over this last decade, the concept of social metabolism has gained prestige as a theoretical instrument for the
required analysis, to such an extent that there are now dozens of researchers, hundreds of articles and several
books that have adopted and use this concept. However, there is a great deal of variety in terms of definitions
and interpretations, as well as different methodologies around this concept, which prevents the consolidation
of a unified field of new knowledge. The fundamental aim of the book is to conduct a review of the past and
present usage of the concept of social metabolism, its origins and history, as well as the main currents or
schools that exist around this concept. At the same time, the reviews and discussions included are used by
the authors as starting points to draw conclusions and propose a theory of socio-ecological
transformations.      

The theoretical and methodological innovations of this book include: a. the rigorous definition of a basic
model for the process of social metabolism; b. the distinction of two types of metabolic processes: tangible
and intangible; c. detailed discussion regarding the concept of nature appropriation; d. analysis of the social
metabolism at different scales (spatial dimension); e. historical analysis of the social metabolism (temporal
dimension and socio-ecological change); f. overcoming the merely “systemic” or “cybernetic” nature of
approaches, giving protagonism to collective action; and consequence and explanation of the above: g.
integration of an ethical and political dimension to the theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Porter:

The book The Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History)
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change
(Environmental History) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and
read a guide The Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental
History). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?



George Bolin:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Social Metabolism: A Socio-
Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christine Furst:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change
(Environmental History) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The Social Metabolism: A Socio-
Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological
Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Santiago Klein:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Social Metabolism: A
Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History) that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The
Social Metabolism: A Socio-Ecological Theory of Historical Change (Environmental History) become your
own starter.
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