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Naguib Mahfouz's haunting novella of post-revolutionary Egypt combines a
vivid pychological portrait of an anguished man with the suspense and rapid pace
of a detective story.

After four years in prison, the skilled young thief Said Mahran emerges bent on
revenge. He finds a world that has changed in more ways than one. Egypt has
undergone a revolution and, on a more personal level, his beloved wife and his
trusted henchman, who conspired to betray him to the police, are now married to
each other and are keeping his six-year-old daughter from him. But in the most
bitter betrayal, his mentor, Rauf Ilwan, once a firebrand revolutionary who
convinced Said that stealing from the rich in a unjust society is an act of justice,
is now himself a rich man, a respected newspaper editor who wants nothing to do
with the disgraced Said. As Said's wild attempts to achieve his idea of justice
badly misfire, he becomes a hunted man so driven by hatred that he can only
recognize too late his last chance at redemption.
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Naguib Mahfouz's haunting novella of post-revolutionary Egypt combines a vivid pychological portrait of an
anguished man with the suspense and rapid pace of a detective story.

After four years in prison, the skilled young thief Said Mahran emerges bent on revenge. He finds a world
that has changed in more ways than one. Egypt has undergone a revolution and, on a more personal level, his
beloved wife and his trusted henchman, who conspired to betray him to the police, are now married to each
other and are keeping his six-year-old daughter from him. But in the most bitter betrayal, his mentor, Rauf
Ilwan, once a firebrand revolutionary who convinced Said that stealing from the rich in a unjust society is an
act of justice, is now himself a rich man, a respected newspaper editor who wants nothing to do with the
disgraced Said. As Said's wild attempts to achieve his idea of justice badly misfire, he becomes a hunted man
so driven by hatred that he can only recognize too late his last chance at redemption.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Out of prison for less than a day, thief Said Mahran quickly resumes his old ways, and worse. Angered by his
young daughter's refusal to even shake hands with the parent she has not seen in four years, and by the chilly
reception from Rauf Ilwan, a former colleague in crime whom he suspects of having betrayed him to the
police, Mahran goes berserk and seeks revenge with a gun. But this onetime Robin Hood (an ardent
nationalist, he stole only from "people who deserved to be robbed") accidentally murders two innocents
instead of his intended victims, the new husband of his ex-wife and Ilwan. Pursued by the press and the
police, he finds refuge with a prostitute he knows; her flat has a view of a cemetery. The Nobel laureate
writes here with remarkable clarity and eloquence. His tale of the haunted, hunted Mahran feverish and
suspenseful, introspective and subtle. In just 176 pages, he offers a complex psychological portrait of a man
hell-bent on ruining himself. This 1961 novel was previously published in the U.S. in a limited edition.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"The incredible variety of Mahfouz's writing continues to dazzle our eyes." --The Washington Post

"[Naguib Mahfouz] is not only a Hugo and a Dickens, but also a Galsworthy, a Mann, a Zola, and a Jules
Romains." --Edward Said, The London Review of Books

"The greatest writer in one of the most widely understood languages in the world, a storyteller of the first
order in any idiom." --Vanity Fair

"A Dickens of the Cairo cafes." --Newsweek

"Naguib Mahfouz virtually invented the novel as an Arab form.   He excels at fusing deep emotion and soap
opera." --The New York Times Book Review

"Mahfouz's work is freshly nuanced and hauntingly lyrical. The Nobel Prize acknowledges the universal
significance of his fiction." --Los Angeles Times Book Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Arabic

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Pippin:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Thief and the Dogs. All type of
book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.



Daryl Pena:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Thief
and the Dogs suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Thief and the Dogsis one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

James Edgar:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Thief and the Dogs, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Fannie Vincent:

Beside this specific The Thief and the Dogs in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have The Thief and the Dogs because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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