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A Handbook of Diction for Singers is a complete guide to achieving professional
levels of diction in Italian, German, and French, the major languages of the
classical vocal repertory. Written for English-speaking singers, it is an ideal
textbook for students of diction and is also invaluable for voice teachers, vocal
coaches, and conductors. This unique book combines traditional approaches
proven successful in the teaching of diction with important new material not
readily available elsewhere. Employing the universally accepted International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), it presents the sounds of each language in logical order,
along with essential information on matters such as diacritical marks,
syllabification, word stress, and what to look for in dictionaries.
A Handbook of Diction for Singers offers thorough and consistent explanations
of Italian, German, and French pronunciation issues that typically create the most
difficulty for English-speaking singers. It goes into greater detail than
comparable texts, providing specific information and discussion of concepts
especially important to singers. For Italian, it presents extensive coverage of the
execution of phrasal diphthongs, as well as a detailed guide to the occurrences of
open and closed e and o. For German, the question of when to use glottal attacks
in singing is thoroughly discussed, as is the execution of phrasal consonant
clusters. The French chapter gives many examples of the correct approaches to
mute e (schwa) and glides, and also concisely but thoroughly presents liaison.
Particular emphasis is placed on the characteristics of vowel length in all three
languages.
Illustrated with numerous examples and exercises, A Handbook of Diction for
Singers is an exceptional text for courses in diction and a valuable reference
source.
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A Handbook of Diction for Singers is a complete guide to achieving professional levels of diction in Italian,
German, and French, the major languages of the classical vocal repertory. Written for English-speaking
singers, it is an ideal textbook for students of diction and is also invaluable for voice teachers, vocal coaches,
and conductors. This unique book combines traditional approaches proven successful in the teaching of
diction with important new material not readily available elsewhere. Employing the universally accepted
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), it presents the sounds of each language in logical order, along with
essential information on matters such as diacritical marks, syllabification, word stress, and what to look for
in dictionaries.
A Handbook of Diction for Singers offers thorough and consistent explanations of Italian, German, and
French pronunciation issues that typically create the most difficulty for English-speaking singers. It goes into
greater detail than comparable texts, providing specific information and discussion of concepts especially
important to singers. For Italian, it presents extensive coverage of the execution of phrasal diphthongs, as
well as a detailed guide to the occurrences of open and closed e and o. For German, the question of when to
use glottal attacks in singing is thoroughly discussed, as is the execution of phrasal consonant clusters. The
French chapter gives many examples of the correct approaches to mute e (schwa) and glides, and also
concisely but thoroughly presents liaison. Particular emphasis is placed on the characteristics of vowel length
in all three languages.
Illustrated with numerous examples and exercises, A Handbook of Diction for Singers is an exceptional text
for courses in diction and a valuable reference source.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A major contribution to the literature on lyric diction....[It brings] new insights and approaches into well-
trodden ground....An essential book for the studio of any voice teacher."--Leslie De'Ath, in the Journal of
Singing

"An excellent handbook, very useful for teachers and advanced singers. The author is very familiar with
most students' problems and addresses important areas such as glottals in German."--Timothy Cheek, The
University of Michigan

About the Author
David Adams is at University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled A Handbook of Diction
for Singers: Italian, German, French? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Jordan Miller:

The experience that you get from A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian,
German, French giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French instantly.



Carol Wells:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian,
German, French, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Ali Ellison:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book A Handbook of Diction
for Singers: Italian, German, French. You can more pleasing than now.
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