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We don't just look at buildings: their facades, beautiful or ugly, conceal the
spaces where we live. We are born, work, love, and die in architecture. We buy
and sell it, rent and squat it, create and destroy it. All of these aspects of
buildings--economic, erotic, political, and psychological--are crucial if we are to
understand architecture properly. And because architecture molds us just as much
as we mold it, understanding architecture helps us to understand our lives and our
world.

In this book, ten buildings from across the globe tell stories of architecture from
the beginning of civilization to the present day. From the remains of the Tower of
Babel to the Summer Palace in Beijing, built and destroyed by Europeans, to the
Ford car plant where the production line was born, Tom Wilkinson unpicks these
structures to reveal the lives of the people who built and used them. Architecture
has always had a powerful and intimate relationship with society and the lives of
those who build and live with it. It has often been used to try and improve
society. But can architecture change our lives for the better?

The buildings are: the Tower of Babel, Babylon; Nero's Golden House, Rome;
Djinguereber Mosque, Timbuktu; Palazzo Rucellai, Florence; the Garden of
Perfect Brightness, Beijing; the Festival Theatre, Beyreuth; E.1027, Cap Martin;
Highland Park Ford Plant, Detroit; and the Finsbury Health Centre, London.
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Editorial Review

Review

“[A] rich, centuries-spanning tour of great buildings.” ?The Boston Globe

“Bricks and Mortals is likely to make readers more conscious of the structures they inhabit, work in and
experience daily… A thought-provoking book.” ?Economist

“A stunning antidote [to] conventional histories… Wilkinson's writing is informed by an astonishing breadth
of knowledge… Solid doses of architectural history are enriched by an engrossing array of stories,
meditations and historical contexts that humanize the buildings. One of the delights in reading Wilkinson is a
sense of boundlessness and discovery on every page… Bricks and Mortals provides a chance to travel the
world with a guide of uncommon wisdom and talent to discover how buildings make us who we are.”
?Buffalo News

“[A] combination of perceptive architectural observation and licentious historical analysis …Wilkinson has
looked at buildings honestly and can write about them well. What he wants, I think, is to provoke readers
into thinking of architecture as a subject concerned with much more than stones and proportions, famous
names and revered monuments.” ?New Republic

“A witty, erudite narrator not shy about inserting his opinions, Wilkinson draws on his extensive knowledge
of art, literature, history urban planning, sociology, and culture to explore the intimate relationship between
architecture and society.” ?Publishers Weekly

“A lively combination of scholarship, cultural history and sharp-tongued social commentary about our
buildings… A scholarly but swiftly flowing text that glistens with attitude.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“A rich, thoughtful and insightful inquiry into why buildings should be built first and foremost for people.
His prose is smart, witty and opinionated… As he easily jumps from architecture to popular culture to
philosophy to history, Wilkinson's stimulating critical inquiries reveal an engaged social conscience.
Outstanding.” ?Shelf Awareness

“[A] wide-ranging and stimulating new book… This thought-provoking exploration of different kinds of
architecture helps us better understand something we often take for granted or consider too specialized.”
?BookPage

About the Author

Tom Wilkinson is the History Editor of the Architectural Review. He has taught at University College
London, and has lectured on the history of art and architecture at the Courtauld Gallery and the University of
Oxford. He has lived in Shanghai and Berlin, and presently lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



William Rocha:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Bricks & Mortals: Ten
Great Buildings and the People They Made. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Arlene Farmer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The
actual book that recommended for you is Bricks & Mortals: Ten Great Buildings and the People They Made
this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Stephanie Armstrong:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. From the book Bricks & Mortals: Ten Great Buildings and the People They Made we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book
Bricks & Mortals: Ten Great Buildings and the People They Made. You can more pleasing than now.

Jack Murray:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Bricks & Mortals: Ten Great Buildings and the People They Made when you necessary it?
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