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Compiled by a leading scholar of Chinese poetry, Clouds Thick, Whereabouts
Unknown is the first collection of Chan (Zen) poems to be situated within Chan
thought and practice. Combined with exquisite paintings by Charles Chu, the
anthology compellingly captures the ideological and literary nuances of works
that were composed, paradoxically, to "say more by saying less," and creates an
unparalleled experience for readers of all backgrounds.

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown includes verse composed by monk-poets of
the eighth to the seventeenth centuries. Their style ranges from the direct
vernacular to the evocative and imagistic. Egan's faithful and elegant translations
of poems by Han Shan, Guanxiu, and Qiji, among many others, do justice to their
perceptions and insights, and his detailed notes and analyses unravel centuries of
Chan metaphor and allusion. In these gems, monk-poets join mainstream ideas
on poetic function to religious reflection and proselytizing, carving out a distinct
genre that came to influence generations of poets, critics, and writers.

The simplicity of Chan poetry belies its complex ideology and sophisticated
language, elements Egan vividly explicates in his religious and literary critique.
His interpretive strategies enable a richer understanding of Mahayana Buddhism,
Chan philosophy, and the principles of Chinese poetry.
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Compiled by a leading scholar of Chinese poetry, Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown is the first collection
of Chan (Zen) poems to be situated within Chan thought and practice. Combined with exquisite paintings by
Charles Chu, the anthology compellingly captures the ideological and literary nuances of works that were
composed, paradoxically, to "say more by saying less," and creates an unparalleled experience for readers of
all backgrounds.

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown includes verse composed by monk-poets of the eighth to the
seventeenth centuries. Their style ranges from the direct vernacular to the evocative and imagistic. Egan's
faithful and elegant translations of poems by Han Shan, Guanxiu, and Qiji, among many others, do justice to
their perceptions and insights, and his detailed notes and analyses unravel centuries of Chan metaphor and
allusion. In these gems, monk-poets join mainstream ideas on poetic function to religious reflection and
proselytizing, carving out a distinct genre that came to influence generations of poets, critics, and writers.

The simplicity of Chan poetry belies its complex ideology and sophisticated language, elements Egan vividly
explicates in his religious and literary critique. His interpretive strategies enable a richer understanding of
Mahayana Buddhism, Chan philosophy, and the principles of Chinese poetry.
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Editorial Review

Review
This books fulfills at least three needs and fulfills them at a very high standard... it expands the body of
Ch'an poetry available in English.... it provides an account of the Ch'an religious tradition.... the translations
are graceful. (Journal of Chinese Religions)

About the Author
Charles Egan is associate professor of Chinese at San Francisco State University, where he is also the
director of its Chinese program. He has published extensively on the development of Chinese poetic genres
and is a frequent translator.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Curtis Locke:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China
(Translations from the Asian Classics).

Clarice Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Clouds
Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Glenn Stops:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Clouds Thick,
Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) to read.



Shawn Young:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian
Classics) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person
must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life with that book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of
China (Translations from the Asian Classics). You can more desirable than now.
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