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As a concept, deterrence has launched a thousand books and articles. It has
dominated Western strategic thinking for more than four decades. In this
important and groundbreaking new book, Lawrence Freedman develops a
distinctive approach to the evaluation of deterrence as both a state of mind and a
strategic option. This approach is applied to post-cold war crisis management,
and the utility and relevance of the concept is addressed in relation to US
strategic practice post-9/11, particularly in the light of the apparent preference of
the Bush Administration for the alternative concept of pre-emption.

The study of deterrence has been hampered by the weight of the intellectual
baggage accumulated since the end of the Second World War. Exaggerated
notions of what deterrence might achieve were developed, only to be to knocked
down by academic critique. In this book, Freedman charts the evolution of the
contemporary concept of deterrence, and discusses whether - and how - it still
has relevance in today's world. He considers constructivist as well as realist
approaches and draws on criminological as well as strategic studies literature to
develop a concept of a norms-based, as opposed to an interest-based, deterrence.
This book will be essential reading for students of politics and international
relations as well as all those interested in contemporary strategic thought.
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As a concept, deterrence has launched a thousand books and articles. It has dominated Western strategic
thinking for more than four decades. In this important and groundbreaking new book, Lawrence Freedman
develops a distinctive approach to the evaluation of deterrence as both a state of mind and a strategic option.
This approach is applied to post-cold war crisis management, and the utility and relevance of the concept is
addressed in relation to US strategic practice post-9/11, particularly in the light of the apparent preference of
the Bush Administration for the alternative concept of pre-emption.

The study of deterrence has been hampered by the weight of the intellectual baggage accumulated since the
end of the Second World War. Exaggerated notions of what deterrence might achieve were developed, only
to be to knocked down by academic critique. In this book, Freedman charts the evolution of the
contemporary concept of deterrence, and discusses whether - and how - it still has relevance in today's world.
He considers constructivist as well as realist approaches and draws on criminological as well as strategic
studies literature to develop a concept of a norms-based, as opposed to an interest-based, deterrence. This
book will be essential reading for students of politics and international relations as well as all those interested
in contemporary strategic thought.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
As a concept, deterrence has launched a thousand books and articles. It has dominated Western strategic
thinking for more than four decades. In this important and groundbreaking new book, Lawrence Freedman
develops a distinctive approach to the evaluation of deterrence as both a state of mind and a strategic option.
This approach is applied to post-cold war crisis management, and the utility and relevance of the concept is
addressed in relation to US strategic practice post-9/11, particularly in the light of the apparent preference of
the Bush Administration for the alternative concept of pre-emption.

The study of deterrence has been hampered by the weight of the intellectual baggage accumulated since the
end of the Second World War. Exaggerated notions of what deterrence might achieve were developed, only
to be to knocked down by academic critique. In this book, Freedman charts the evolution of the
contemporary concept of deterrence, and discusses whether – and how – it still has relevance in today’s
world. He considers constructivist as well as realist approaches and draws on criminological as well as
strategic studies literature to develop a concept of a norms-based, as opposed to an interest-based, deterrence.
This book will be essential reading for students of politics and international relations as well as all those
interested in contemporary strategic thought.

About the Author
Lawrence Freedman is Professor of War Studies and Vice-Principal (Research) of King's College London

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

The book Deterrence make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make studying a book Deterrence being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a e-book Deterrence. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Rosalind Huffman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Deterrence. All type of book is it
possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.



Catherine Taylor:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Deterrence this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind
of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Pamela Acuna:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Deterrence.
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