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In athoughtful, well-informed study exploring fiction from throughout Stephen
King'simmense oeuvre, Heidi Strengell shows how this popular writer enriches
his unique brand of horror by building on the traditions of his literary heritage.
Tapping into the wellsprings of the gothic to reveal contemporary phobias, King
invokes the abnormal and repressed sexuality of the vampire, the hubris of
Frankenstein, the split identity of the werewolf, the domestic melodrama of the
ghost tale. Drawing on myths and fairy tales, he creates characters who, like the
heroic Roland the Gundinger and the villainous Randall Flagg, may either
reinforce or subvert the reader's childlike faith in society. And, in the manner of
the naturalist tradition, he reinforces a tension between the free will of the
individual and the daunting hand of fate.
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In athoughtful, well-informed study exploring fiction from throughout Stephen King'simmense oeuvre,
Heidi Strengell shows how this popular writer enriches his unique brand of horror by building on the
traditions of hisliterary heritage. Tapping into the wellsprings of the gothic to reveal contemporary phobias,
King invokes the abnormal and repressed sexuality of the vampire, the hubris of Frankenstein, the split
identity of the werewolf, the domestic melodrama of the ghost tale. Drawing on myths and fairy tales, he
creates characters who, like the heroic Roland the Gundinger and the villainous Randall Flagg, may either
reinforce or subvert the reader's childlike faith in society. And, in the manner of the naturalist tradition, he
reinforces atension between the free will of the individual and the daunting hand of fate.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Meticulously researched and argued, Strengell'swork offers original insights on King's treatment of gender
and sexuality, his use of Gothic tropes and themes, and the literary and mythological influences he has freely
adapted. This book is particularly valuable as aresource for defining King's place as a specifically American
artist."- Tony Magistrale, University of Vermont, author of "Hollywood's Stephen King" and "L andscape of

Fear: Stephen King's American Gothic", recently reissued by the University of Wisconsin Press.

From the Publisher
Imprint: Popular Press

Series: A Ray and Pat Browne Book

From the Inside Flap

"Meticulously researched and argued, Strengell'swork offers original insights on King's treatment of gender
and sexuality, his use of Gothic tropes and themes, and the literary and mythological influences he has freely
adapted. This book is particularly valuable as a resource for defining King's place as a specificaly American
artist."-- Tony Magistrale, University of Vermont, author of Hollywood' s Stephen King and Landscape of
Fear: Stephen King's American Gothic, recently reissued by the Popular Press

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gene Baker:

The ability that you get from Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and
Pat Browne Book) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you
get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Dissecting Stephen King:
From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and Pat Browne Book) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary
Naturalism (A Ray and Pat Browne Book) instantly.

Lauren Clarke:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is definitely Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A
Ray and Pat Browne Book).



Sara Pacheco:

Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and Pat Browne Book) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however ddlivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and Pat
Browne Book) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial contemplating.

Cathie Moss:

Beside this specific Dissecting Stephen King: From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and Pat
Browne Book) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Dissecting Stephen King:
From the Gothic to Literary Naturalism (A Ray and Pat Browne Book) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to
read it from right now!
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