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Long sources of mystery, imagination, and inspiration, the myths and history of
the ancient Mediterranean have given rise to artistic, religious, cultural, and
intellectual traditions that span the centuries. In this unique and comprehensive
introduction to the region's three major civilizations, Egypt, Greece, and Rome
draws a fascinating picture of the deep links between the cultures across the
Mediterranean and explores the ways in which these civilizations continue to be
influential to this day.
Beginning with the emergence of the earliest Egyptian civilization around 3500
BC, Charles Freeman follows the history of the Mediterranean over a span of
four millennia to AD 600, beyond the fall of the Roman empire in the west to the
emergence of the Byzantine empire in the east. In addition to the three great
civilizations, the peoples of the Ancient Near East and other lesser-known
cultures such as the Etruscans, Celts, Persians, and Phoenicians are explored. The
author examines the art, architecture, philosophy, literature, and religious
practices of each culture, set against its social, political, and economic
background. More than an overview of the primary political or military events,
Egypt, Greece, and Rome pays particular attention to the actual lives of both the
everyday person and the aristocracy: here is history brought to life. Especially
striking are the readable and stimulating profiles of key individuals throughout
the ancient world, covering persons from Homer to Horace, the Pharaoh
Akhenaten to the emperor Augustus, Alexander the Great to Julius Caesar, Jesus
to Justinian, and Aristotle to Augustine.
Generously illustrated in both color and black-and-white, and drawing on the
most up-to-date scholarship, Egypt, Greece and Rome is a superb introduction for
anyone seeking a better understanding of the civilizations of the ancient
Mediterranean and their legacy to the West.
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Long sources of mystery, imagination, and inspiration, the myths and history of the ancient Mediterranean
have given rise to artistic, religious, cultural, and intellectual traditions that span the centuries. In this unique
and comprehensive introduction to the region's three major civilizations, Egypt, Greece, and Rome draws a
fascinating picture of the deep links between the cultures across the Mediterranean and explores the ways in
which these civilizations continue to be influential to this day.
Beginning with the emergence of the earliest Egyptian civilization around 3500 BC, Charles Freeman
follows the history of the Mediterranean over a span of four millennia to AD 600, beyond the fall of the
Roman empire in the west to the emergence of the Byzantine empire in the east. In addition to the three great
civilizations, the peoples of the Ancient Near East and other lesser-known cultures such as the Etruscans,
Celts, Persians, and Phoenicians are explored. The author examines the art, architecture, philosophy,
literature, and religious practices of each culture, set against its social, political, and economic background.
More than an overview of the primary political or military events, Egypt, Greece, and Rome pays particular
attention to the actual lives of both the everyday person and the aristocracy: here is history brought to life.
Especially striking are the readable and stimulating profiles of key individuals throughout the ancient world,
covering persons from Homer to Horace, the Pharaoh Akhenaten to the emperor Augustus, Alexander the
Great to Julius Caesar, Jesus to Justinian, and Aristotle to Augustine.
Generously illustrated in both color and black-and-white, and drawing on the most up-to-date scholarship,
Egypt, Greece and Rome is a superb introduction for anyone seeking a better understanding of the
civilizations of the ancient Mediterranean and their legacy to the West.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
With this volume, Freeman (The Ancient Greeks, Oxford Univ., 1996) has written a useful introduction to
three significant ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean littoral. While some may question the inclusion of
Egyptian civilization in a volume largely surveying classical civilization, the author persuasively presents
Egypt and the ancient Near East as strong influences, if not precursors, of classical civilization. Although
most recent volumes of the ancient world have been anthologies (e.g., The Oxford History of the Classical
World, Oxford Univ., 1986), with different specialists responsible for contributing chapters, Freeman elected
to consult various specialists in ancient history when composing his work but assumes sole responsibility for
the final presentation. Acknowledging that ancient studies are not free of controversies, the author
unfortunately does not feel that a survey volume of this type is the right forum in which to air them. Still, this
work is a useful introduction to the ancient Mediterranean civilizations. Highly recommended for public and
academic libraries.?Robert J. Andrews, Duluth P.L., Minn.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
`comprehensive, clearly structured and lucidly written ... should appeal to and be enjoyed by the intelligent
general reader'
Dr Dominic Rathbone, King's College, London

`Confronted with Charles Freeman's Egypt, Greece and Rome: Civiliations of the ancient Mediterranean,
whose 600 carefully written pages encompasses three major civilizations ... it is impossible not to be
impressed by the author's sheer staying-power ... this is a triumph of tenacity; a
skilful exercise in the compression of the past ... Freeman's magisterially paced prose ensured that the past
runs to a tight commuter timetable - secure, familiar, assured ... no one can deny Freeman's enthusiasm and
his concern that a survey volume, whatever its faults, should - like any properly
run prep school - "provide the springboard into further study of these fascinating societies".'
Times Literary Supplement

`The book is not only enjoyable but comprehensive in its description of the richness and complexity of the
classical past ... He writes attractively ... He discusses clearly philosophers and philosophies, historians,the
theatre, art, education and social life, including the status of women and
the role of slavery ... this book has, in addition, copious suggestions for further reading, a comprehensive list
of dates, useful maps and excellent illustrations.'
Arthur Foss, The Anglo-Hellenic Review, 1997

About the Author

About the Author:
Charles Freeman is a freelance writer living in the United Kingdom. He has been described as "full of the
romance of archeology and the people who created it, and full of curiosity about the human side of the
ancient world'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Eduardo Baro:

This book untitled Egypt, Greece, and Rome: Civilizations of the Ancient Mediterranean to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Cory Marshall:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Egypt, Greece, and Rome: Civilizations of the
Ancient Mediterranean, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

James Robinson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Egypt, Greece, and
Rome: Civilizations of the Ancient Mediterranean which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.

Manda Perez:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Egypt, Greece, and Rome: Civilizations of the Ancient Mediterranean. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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