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According to the International Disaster Database (EM-DAT), over the last
seventy years, floods have shown the fastest rate of increase relative to any other
type of disasters. Devastation due to these events occurs almost daily. Even
though our technological capabilities for dealing with floods have advanced
rapidly over the same period, and while global economic growth per capita has
doubled, flood events have become ever more disastrous. Does this mean that our
technological developments have advanced independently from the social and
wider ecological needs?

Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective is adirect response to this question and it
argues that this paradoxical situation isaresult from our narrow and fragmented
perception of reality which has been characteristic of our academic disciplines
and government agencies. It suggests that the way forward can be found only if
we broaden our view and learn how the natural or social phenomena can provoke
aresponse in asociety, or asocial group, which in turn can trigger the technical
developments, and so on, again and again, in what has the potential to become a
network of interactions and relationships through positive feedback (or
coevolving) cycles. The holistic perspective however may raise the following
guestion: If everything is connected to everything else, how can we ever hope to
understand anything? Our response draws from the understandings brought by
complexity theory where individual elements coevolve together both in
development and application. This recognition opens a new analysis which goes
beyond the direct objects or actors of concern (risk forecasting, early warning,
land-use planning technology and systems for example), and into the
relationships between them. The book suggests that our initial response to this
and many other challengesisto change our perception from a disciplinary and
defensive one to a progressive (or transcendental) and transdiciplinary, i.e., the
one that turns challenges into the possibilities that can re-shape our future.

The book is structured in eight chapters. Chapter 1 provides exposure to the
complexity of flood-related issues and illustrates diversity of multiple points of
view. Chapter 2 elaborates on the history of halistic thinking with connection to
the flood resilience process. Chapter 3 discusses the holistic risk governance
approach which progresses beyond the integrated urban flood management.
Chapter 4 describes the Green Cities Initiative, an initiative which is essentialy
holigtic in its nature as it aims to improve transport, energy efficiency, industrial
metabolism including water supply and distribution as well as drainage and
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sewerage services through the holistic lens of interactions between different
sectors. Chapter 5 discusses various risk assessment practices and it concludes
that any practice that omits social, ethical and wider ecological points of view
will be severely restricted in its scope and its reach. Chapter 6 describes the root
causes of floods in the Pasig-Marikina River Basin in Metro Manila, Philippines.
Chapter 7 reflects upon the key issues and challenges from 2011 Thailand floods.
Finally, Chapter 8 presents some of the key aspects concerning urban stormwater
management practice in Beijing, China.
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According to the International Disaster Database (EM-DAT), over the last seventy years, floods have shown
the fastest rate of increase relative to any other type of disasters. Devastation due to these events occurs
amost daily. Even though our technological capabilities for dealing with floods have advanced rapidly over
the same period, and while global economic growth per capita has doubled, flood events have become ever
more disastrous. Does this mean that our technological developments have advanced independently from the
social and wider ecological needs?

Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective is adirect response to this question and it argues that this paradoxical
situation isaresult from our narrow and fragmented perception of reality which has been characteristic of
our academic disciplines and government agencies. It suggests that the way forward can be found only if we
broaden our view and learn how the natural or social phenomena can provoke aresponse in a society, or a
social group, which in turn can trigger the technical developments, and so on, again and again, in what has
the potential to become a network of interactions and rel ationships through positive feedback (or coevolving)
cycles. The holistic perspective however may raise the following question: If everything is connected to
everything else, how can we ever hope to understand anything? Our response draws from the understandings
brought by complexity theory where individual elements coevolve together both in development and
application. This recognition opens a new analysis which goes beyond the direct objects or actors of concern
(risk forecasting, early warning, land-use planning technology and systems for example), and into the
relationships between them. The book suggests that our initial response to this and many other challengesis
to change our perception from a disciplinary and defensive one to a progressive (or transcendental) and
transdiciplinary, i.e., the one that turns challenges into the possibilities that can re-shape our future.

The book is structured in eight chapters. Chapter 1 provides exposure to the complexity of flood-related
issues and illustrates diversity of multiple points of view. Chapter 2 elaborates on the history of holistic
thinking with connection to the flood resilience process. Chapter 3 discusses the holistic risk governance
approach which progresses beyond the integrated urban flood management. Chapter 4 describes the Green
Cities Initiative, an initiative which is essentially holistic in its nature as it aims to improve transport, energy
efficiency, industrial metabolism including water supply and distribution as well as drainage and sewerage
services through the holistic lens of interactions between different sectors. Chapter 5 discusses various risk
assessment practices and it concludes that any practice that omits social, ethical and wider ecological points
of view will be severely restricted in its scope and its reach. Chapter 6 describes the root causes of floodsin
the Pasig-Marikina River Basin in Metro Manila, Philippines. Chapter 7 reflects upon the key issues and
challenges from 2011 Thailand floods. Finally, Chapter 8 presents some of the key aspects concerning urban
stormwater management practice in Beijing, China.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Melissa Wilcox:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading areserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Flood Risk: The Halistic Perspective (Urban Hydroinformatics). Try to make
book Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective (Urban Hydroinformatics) as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you really fedl alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brittany Belliveau:

This Flood Risk: The Halistic Perspective (Urban Hydroinformatics) tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective
(Urban Hydroinformatics) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective (Urban
Hydroinformatics) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

AnneHahn;:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can aso inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many kinds
of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they
also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Flood Risk: The Holistic
Perspective (Urban Hydroinformatics).

Joseph Levis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Flood Risk: The Holistic Perspective (Urban
Hydroinformatics) can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing



that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing

more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Flood Risk: The Holistic
Perspective (Urban Hydroinformatics).
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