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When the initiative of Andrea Ott to write a Handbook on the legal aspects of the
next enlargement of the European Union was f ir s t brought to my attention , I
must confe ss my initial reluctance and even scepticism at its feasibility. Of
course , I did s e e the great merits of the concept of such a venture. A handbook
implies precision, simplicity and a great deal of mental discipline in order to
cover the full breadth of the topic and thus facilitate the readers' understanding,
especially by providing the necessary source material for further research. The
European Union had already declared its read iness to embark upon a massive
enlargement eastwards and this will be the largest ever. It is the EU's official
position that enlargement, after all, is vital to achieving the ideals of prosperity,
peace and security in Europe as a whole . If all goes according to plan, in 2004
the EU anticipates extending its borders to take in eight Central and East Eu-
pean countries as well as Cyprus and Malta. Moreover, the Union's enlargement
policy reaches even further afield to include the Balkan countries . Seen in this
context , the enlargement process is a complex and ever changing one and any
attempt to demystify it, such as that involved in putting together a handbook on
the subject, is most welcome. But the pitfalls of enlargement cannot be ignored .
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Editorial Review

Review
'While the need for simplicity and brevity, due to practical constraints on the size of the final book, proved a
considerable challenge, the outcome is a book that reads well, is well structured and organised and is
surprisingly easy to dip into for reference purposes. ... It works according to a simple methodology that aims
to give the reader a broad, legal overview and analysis of the enlargement project.' Marc Maresceau, from
the Foreword

'The Handbook on European Enlargement is undoubtedly a very impressive project and the editors should be
praised for their accomplishment. The Handbook does provide a comprehensive legal account of the
enlargement process and should be recommended reading for all who have the ambition to gain a deeper
understanding of the complexities of this process ... the great relevance of the Handbook will extend beyond
May 1, 2004 when 10 of the Candidate States will have become Member States.' Sweet & Maxwell

About the Author
Andrea Ott, Researcher, T.M.C. Asser Institute, The Hague, The Netherlands.

Kirstyn Inglis, Senior Researcher in European Law, European Institute, University of Ghent, Belgium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Handbook on
European Enlargement:A Commentary on the Enlargement Process book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rosalie Dietrich:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book Handbook on European Enlargement:A Commentary on the Enlargement Process it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.



Mary Parker:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Handbook on European Enlargement:A Commentary
on the Enlargement Process can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these textbooks have than the others?

James Floyd:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Handbook on European Enlargement:A Commentary on the Enlargement Process we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Handbook on European Enlargement:A Commentary on the Enlargement Process. You can more attractive
than now.
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