
Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and
Development

By Richard Tuck

Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development By Richard Tuck

This book shows how political argument in terms of rights and natural rights
began in medieval Europe, and how the theory of natural rights was developed in
the seventeenth century after a period of neglect in the Renaissance. Dr Tuck
provides a new understanding of the importance of Jean Gerson in the formation
of the theories, and of Hugo Grotius in their development; he also restores the
Englishman John Selden's ideas to the prominence they once enjoyed, and shows
how Thomas Hobbes's political theory can best be understood against this
background. In general, the book enables us to understand more fully the
characteristics of the natural rights theories available to the men of the
Enlightenment, and thereby to appreciate the complexity and equivocal nature of
modern right theories.
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Editorial Review

Review
' ... Dr Tuck has provided philosophers with a mine of historical material with which they can enrich their
discussions not only of Hobbes and Locke (say) but also of contemporary philosophers such as Nozick. He
has also provided historians with an example of a history of ideas which is firmly rooted in documentary
evidence.' R. S. Downie, The Times Higher Education Supplement

'In historical range and intellectual suppleness, this is an enormously gifted book.' John Dunn, The London
Review of Books

'A book which gives important new information and at the same time stimulates philosophical reflections is
clearly a valuable contribution to intellectual history.' D. D. Raphael, The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Richard Tuck is Professor of Government at Harvard University. He is the author of Natural Rights Theories
(1979) and Philosophy and Government 1572-1651 (1993), and has produced editions of Hobbes's Leviathan
and (with Michael Silverthorne) De Cive.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development.

Brain West:

The e-book untitled Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development is the e-book that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dennis Haney:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes



reading, not only science book but also novel and Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development or
perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Natural Rights Theories: Their Origin and Development to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Sharon Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Natural Rights Theories: Their
Origin and Development.
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