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Neurotic Beauty is aremarkable reevaluation of Japan srole in the modern
world. It includes a new assessment of the events leading up to the dropping of
the bomb on Hiroshima, and of the potential role of Japanese philosophy in
creating a dynamic approach to human nature and our understanding of reality.
The book also shows the interrel atedness of various facets of Japanese history
and society, including psychological orientation, pop culture, and Japan s vibrant
craft tradition. Finally, it concludes with a possible prediction, that whereas the
United States will not be able to escape from its neoliberal economic categories
and its commitment to a self-defeating philosophy of growth, Japan might
surprise us, and turn out to be the frontrunner in the development of post-
capitalist alternatives in the 21st century. Written in a personal and accessible
style, the book is likely to provide afocus for debate about issues of economy,
ecology, and sustainability for yearsto come.
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Editorial Review

Review

The history of Japan deserves ourattention, since we had so much to do with it after the fateful morning in
1853when Commodore Perry's "black ships' sailed into Tokyo Bay. Japan was thrustinto modernity by us
overnight, and suffered greatly as aresult. They may bethe first nation to opt out of it as the techno-industrial
erawinds down.Morris Berman does more than anyone to illuminate the arc of this story and theattendent
mysteries of Japanese culture, with all its artistry, resilience, andperiodic craziness.

--James Howard Kunstler, author of The Long Emergency and the World Made By Hand novels

MorrisBerman's 'Outsider,' looking at Japan carefully and from several perspectives,has seen more deeply
than many recent observers, and he recounts the results ofhis subsequent reflections with intelligence and
panache. He's especially goodon Japanese crafts and fine arts and their relation to the Zen tradition, andoffers
keen insights into the many intersections between past and present, EastAsia and the West, that he
encountersin his travels and conversations. Much isto be learned from his judicious account of the fraught
relations between Japanand the United States over the past century, and the last chapter, on 'Japan asa Post-
Capitalist Model," should be required reading for any thoughtful personwho's interested in where our
deranged world might be heading in the decades tocome.

--Graham Parkes, University CollegeCork, Ireland

In Neurotic Beauty,Morris Berman points out a number of significant motifs in the longrelationship between
America and Japan (beginning in 1853) that go well beyondmere bilateralism. With his customary acumen,
Professor Berman shows how thatrel ationship has managed to acquire a world-historical momentum.
However, it isnot only in the historical arenathat modernity is brought to bear onpre-modernity, but also in
the cultural sphere, where Americanhyper-individualism serves to throw Japanese collectivism into sharp
relief,and vice versa. Above all, the most important contribution of this book is thecontrast the author makes
at the civilizational level: the possibility that thecapitalist myth of salvation through ‘growth’ may finally be
superseded by thehope of a post-capitalist world. If American civilization is the last outpostof the
expansionist myth, then its fateful encounter with Japan, as describedby Professor Berman, suggeststo us a
picture of itsfinal transformation. Avivid and provocative study.

--Y asunari Takada, Professor of Transcultural Studies, University of Tokyo
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“In Neurotic Beauty, Morris Berman points out a number of significant motifsin the long relationship
between America and Japan (beginning in 1853) that go well beyond mere bilateralism. With his customary
acumen, Professor Berman shows how that relationship has managed to acquire aworld-historical
momentum. However, it is not only in the historical arenathat modernity is brought to bear on pre-
modernity, but also in the cultural sphere, where American hyper-individualism serves to throw Japanese
collectivism into sharp relief, and vice versa. Above al, the most important contribution of this book is the
contrast the author makes at the civilizational level: the possibility that the capitalist myth of salvation
through ‘growth’ may finally be superseded by the hope of a post-capitalist world. If American civilization is
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About the Author

Morris Berman is a poet, novelist, essayist, social critic, and cultural historian. He has written thirteen books
and more than 150 articles, and has taught at a number of universitiesin Europe, North America, and
Mexico. He won the Governor s Writers Award for Washington State in 1990, and was the first recipient of
the annual Rollo May Center Grant for Humanistic Studies in 1992. In 2000, The Twilight of American
Culture was named a Notable Book by the New Y ork Times Book Review, and in 2013 he received the Neil
Postman Award for Career Achievement in Public Intellectual Activity from the Media Ecology Association.
Dr. Berman livesin Mexico.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Steve Duran:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like



examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan.

Phillip Chadwick:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of fedling bored faster. And you have extratime?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question sSimply
because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks
at Japan to read.

Mark Miller:

This Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan without we comprehend teach the one
who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Neurotic
Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Neurotic
Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Willie Grajeda:

Y ou may get this Neurotic Beauty: An Outsider Looks at Japan by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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