
Perfect Peace: A Novel

By Daniel Black

Perfect Peace: A Novel By Daniel Black

Daniel Black's Perfect Peace is the heartbreaking portrait of a large, rural
southern family's attempt to grapple with their mother's desperate decision to
make her newborn son into the daughter she will never have

When the seventh child of the Peace family, named Perfect, turns eight, her
mother Emma Jean tells her bewildered daughter, "You was born a boy. I made
you a girl. But that ain't what you was supposed to be. So, from now on, you gon'
be a boy. It'll be a little strange at first, but you'll get used to it, and this'll be over
after while." From this point forward, his life becomes a bizarre kaleidoscope of
events. Meanwhile, the Peace family is forced to question everything they
thought they knew about gender, sexuality, unconditional love, and fulfillment.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Black (The Sacred Place) explores the fateful decision of Emma Jean Peace to raise her seventh son, Perfect,
as the daughter she has always wanted. Her plan, nutty as it is, works out until Perfect is eight years old and
his blind older brother, Bartimaeus, makes an innocent discovery about his sister's body. Soon after, Perfect's
friends begin talk of womanhood, prompting Emma Jean to reveal to Perfect the truth. So begins an
education for Perfect—rechristened Paul—on manhood while his small Arkansas town casts an unforgiving
eye on its newest curiosity. While the rural South backdrop is overly familiar and the dialogue is painfully
hoary (What chu talkin' 'bout, Emma Jean?), Black manages a nuanced exploration of sexual identity and
social structures without elevating his characters to angels or martyrs. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“A high-spirited, compassionate look at everyone's longings for perfection, both inside and out.” ?The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

“Black effortlessly conveys Paul's agony over his inner shame and what the world sees on the outside. It's
painful to see how his father also struggles to accept as a son the child he had once adored as a girl. For the
Peace family, the end of Perfect is akin to the death of a loved one.” ?San Antonio Express-News

“Daniel Black understands the racial psychology and culture of the South so well that he can show, not tell,
and his characters' actions always ring true. This novel is a powerful exploration of a small group of
individuals who hold each other in high regard. The love among members of this family is severely
challenged, but the challenge is triumphantly met. Each child grows to manhood and achieves success
according to his gifts. Through their lives we experience disappointment and sorrow, but also fulfillment and
joy. Perfect Peace is an intense and satisfying read.” ?Greg Iles, New York Times bestselling author of The
Devil's Punchbowl

“Daniel Black writes of growing up in a small town with humor, grace and forgiveness.” ?Adriana Trigiani,
New York Times bestselling author of Very Valentine and the Big Stone Gap Series

“Craft is not the word for this joyfully inscribed novel. The proper word is art. The book is a brave and
complicated story perfectly told. Mr. Black offers a cultural gift to be welcomed.” ?Houston A. Baker, Jr.,
author of American Book Award winning Betrayal: How Black Intellectuals have abandoned the Ideals of
the Civil Rights Era

“Perfect Peace is a morality tale of the consequences of letting our selfish needs trap the ones we love into
roles they weren't born to play. The characters here are as flawed, their sins numerous, as any living human
being held under the lens, but the author brings a compassion and understanding to their plights.” ?Mat
Johnson, award-winning author of Incognegro, Drop, and Hunting in Harlem

“Daniel Black has pried open the isolated lives of rural southerners, allowing us to peek inside. To
understand the complexities of the southern experience, read Perfect Peace.” ?Dr. Karyn Lacy, professor of
Sociology, University of Michigan, author of Blue Chip Black: Race, Class, and Status in the New Black
Middle Class

“Mr. Black's novel nudges our sense of awareness and accountability. His narrative eloquently poses difficult
questions with disarming kindness: ‘Do you know who you are? Do you know what you do? Do you know



that there is never an excuse?' The relevance of this work with regard to all we are and all we do far exceeds
his adroitly simple telling of the tale.” ?Keith Hamilton Cobb, actor

“Part cautionary tale, part folk tale, part fable, Daniel Black's Perfect Peace is a complete triumph. It bursts
with emotions as intense as opera. Perfect Peace will bring you to tears and laughter. You will recognize
characters from your own life, and perhaps even recognize yourself. In Emma Jean Peace, a mid-20th-
Century rural Southern black woman who wants a daughter so desperately that she raises her infant son as a
girl, Dr. Black has created a character as complex, equivocal and unforgettable as Scarlett O'Hara.” ?Larry
Duplechan, author of Blackbird, Captain Swing, and the Lambda Literary Award-winning Got 'Til It's Gone

About the Author

DANIEL OMOTOSHO BLACK teaches at Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia. He earned a Ph.D.
in African American Studies from Temple University then returned to Clark Atlanta as a professor with
hopes of inspiring young black minds to believe in themselves.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Perfect Peace: A Novel will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Stacey Samuels:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Perfect Peace: A Novel book as
beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Alberto Alvarez:

Perfect Peace: A Novel can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Perfect Peace: A Novel although doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.



Earl Casey:

Beside this Perfect Peace: A Novel in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Perfect Peace: A
Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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