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Touch suggests a broad range of physical, intellectual, and emotional connections
that serve to undermine the dominance of vision in histories of modernism. By
exploding notions of the very nature of art, the artists considered in this
beautifully illustrated monograph introduced fundamentally new conceptions of
subjectivity and engagement for the modernist era. While offering an entertaining
and engaging history of dada and surrealism, Please Touch presents a persuasive
argument highlighting the role of “tactility,” which it defines as a decentralized,
fragmented, and intimate form of knowing. In this compelling volume, Janine
Mileaf offers the first full-length consideration of Marcel Duchamp’s
readymades and their profound legacy in the transatlantic context of dada and
surrealism. This book embraces a broad range of art objects: consumer items
such as the urinal and bottlerack that Duchamp “sneaked” into art exhibits; flea-
market assemblages fabricated by his interwar avant-garde successors Man Ray,
André Breton, Salvador Dalí, Meret Oppenheim, and others; and the bricolage
boxes of American surrealist Joseph Cornell.

Please Touch is an intriguing exploration of some of the twentieth century’s most
important art and artists that will appeal to a broad range of art historians and
interdisciplinary scholars.
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Touch suggests a broad range of physical, intellectual, and emotional connections that serve to undermine
the dominance of vision in histories of modernism. By exploding notions of the very nature of art, the artists
considered in this beautifully illustrated monograph introduced fundamentally new conceptions of
subjectivity and engagement for the modernist era. While offering an entertaining and engaging history of
dada and surrealism, Please Touch presents a persuasive argument highlighting the role of “tactility,” which
it defines as a decentralized, fragmented, and intimate form of knowing. In this compelling volume, Janine
Mileaf offers the first full-length consideration of Marcel Duchamp’s readymades and their profound legacy
in the transatlantic context of dada and surrealism. This book embraces a broad range of art objects:
consumer items such as the urinal and bottlerack that Duchamp “sneaked” into art exhibits; flea-market
assemblages fabricated by his interwar avant-garde successors Man Ray, André Breton, Salvador Dalí, Meret
Oppenheim, and others; and the bricolage boxes of American surrealist Joseph Cornell.

Please Touch is an intriguing exploration of some of the twentieth century’s most important art and artists
that will appeal to a broad range of art historians and interdisciplinary scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Mileaf gives accounts of the varieties of tactility in its art-historical and philosophical variations, and her
thoughtfully contextualised and imaginative analyses of the objects are an important contribution to current
thinking about them, inflecting the familiar with the unfamiliar." —Oxford Art Journal

Review
“Explicitly looking through a lens inflected by the recent interest in synaesthetic and haptic approaches to
visuality, Janine Mileaf’s Please Touch delineates a new history of Dada and Surrealism by focusing on a
relation of touch (literal or imagined) evoked by the groups’ found and constructed objects. Among other
things, this novel strategy provides a compelling way of rethinking the transition between Dada (with its
humorous or aggressive approach to artmaking) and Surrealism (with its turn to the erotic), and between the
European arms of these movements and the US-based versions. Mileaf’s book is both lucid and compelling;
moving beyond models of art that restrict interpretation to the visual regime by calling upon the sensual
effects of the works themselves, Please Touch shifts the framework through which histories of modern art
will be told.” (Amelia Jones, Professor and Grierson Chair in Visual Culture, Department of Art History and
Communication Studies, McGill University)

“In Please Touch, Janine Mileaf directs our focus to the tactile as the necessary sense through which Dada
and surrealist artists experienced the object. Even more, she takes tactility as a critical lens through which to
re-evaluate long accepted understandings of Surrealism’s ‘bad boys’ (Duchamp, Dalí, Breton, and Cornell)
and in turn also opens her analysis to its ‘leading ladies’ (Mary Reynolds, Suzanne Duchamp, Valentine
Hugo, Meret Oppenheim, and Jaqueline Lamba). In Mileaf’s account, objects became the motor through
which ideas about modernity, beauty, the self and other, were constantly being re-imagined in the context of
the every day life pressures of history and politics. Her detective work and the new conceptual frames that
she creates for Surrealism are lasting contributions?outside of the individual chapters, and her extensive
comparative analysis of the artwork, both of which are admirable, it is her time in the archive and her ability
to distil from that experience the larger, field-changing questions related to Surrealism and the object that
will make this book a lasting contribution.” (Jordana Mendelson, New York University)

About the Author
JANINE MILEAF is an associate professor of art history at Swarthmore College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Scott:

The book Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual
Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the
Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual Culture)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies



in Visual Culture) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cathy Lantz:

Here thing why this particular Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces:
Studies in Visual Culture) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Please
Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual Culture) giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that
similar with Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual
Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual
Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Jonathan Sanders:

Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in Visual Culture) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into joy arrangement in writing Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade
(Interfaces: Studies in Visual Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Kathy Ahmed:

The book untitled Please Touch: Dada and Surrealist Objects after the Readymade (Interfaces: Studies in
Visual Culture) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You
can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice go through.
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