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From the first European contact with Tahiti in 1767, the myth of the South Sea
maiden has endured through many incarnations. Although the maiden frequently
provided an idealized antidote to Western women's self-assertion, the South
Pacific also afforded a space where boundaries between the sexes could be
relaxed and transgressed. From James Cook and Captain Bligh to James
Michener and Margaret Mead, the Island girl has occupied a specia placein the
erotic imagination of the West. In a sweeping study that embraces history,
literature, visual arts, anthropology and film, this study gives fresh insight into
the myths and reality of a Western icon.

While women from far off lands have always been presented as exotic and
aluring, the South Sea maiden has come to symbolize feminine sexuality, asan
integral part of the adventure, sensuality, and romance of the South Pacific.
Everyone from early explorersto 19th century writers and artists to | atter day
anthropol ogists, film makers, and tourism promoters have extolled their virtues
and their bodies. Sturmalooks behind the popular clich*D'es to reveal how the
myth-making process reflected not only Western desires, but the cut and thrust of
changing sexua palitics. The result is an intriguing look at both South Sea
image-makers and the women whom they found so seductive.
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From the first European contact with Tahiti in 1767, the myth of the South Sea maiden has endured through
many incarnations. Although the maiden frequently provided an idealized antidote to Western women's self-
assertion, the South Pacific also afforded a space where boundaries between the sexes could be relaxed and
transgressed. From James Cook and Captain Bligh to James Michener and Margaret Mead, the Island girl
has occupied a specia place in the erotic imagination of the West. In a sweeping study that embraces history,
literature, visual arts, anthropology and film, this study gives fresh insight into the myths and readlity of a
Western icon.

While women from far off lands have always been presented as exotic and alluring, the South Sea maiden
has come to symbolize feminine sexuality, as an integral part of the adventure, sensuality, and romance of
the South Pacific. Everyone from early explorersto 19th century writers and artiststo latter day

anthropol ogists, film makers, and tourism promoters have extolled their virtues and their bodies. Sturma
looks behind the popular clich*D'esto revea how the myth-making process reflected not only Western
desires, but the cut and thrust of changing sexual politics. The result is an intriguing look at both South Sea
image-makers and the women whom they found so seductive.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Anyone with a passing interest in South Sea maidens will welcome it. As part of the series 'Contributions to
the Study of World History', it speaksto historians, but scholars and students from many disciplines will find
Sturma's survey and bibliography useful.”-The International History Review

?Anyone with a passing interest in South Sea maidens will welcome it. As part of the series 'Contributions to
the Study of World History', it speaksto historians, but scholars and students from many disciplines will find
Sturma’s survey and bibliography useful.?-The International History Review
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Gibson:

The book South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Palitics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the
Study of World History) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make reading a book South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual Paliticsin the
South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book South Sea Maidens: Western Fantasy and Sexual
Politicsin the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History). Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Beverly Dyar:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Maobile phone. Like South Sea Maidens:
Western Fantasy and Sexual Politicsin the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History)
which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.



Mary Bunch:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading'sinternal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for
you. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this South Sea Maidens. Western Fantasy and
Sexual Palitics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History) can make you feel more
interested to read.

Pablo Cowart:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
South Sea Maidens. Western Fantasy and Sexual Politics in the South Pacific (Contributions to the Study of
World History) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person
must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be
doubt to change your life by this book South Sea Maidens. Western Fantasy and Sexual Politicsin the South
Pacific (Contributions to the Study of World History). Y ou can more appealing than now.
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