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Many studies have shown that images—their presence in the daily lives of the
faithful, the means used to control them, and their adaptation to secular
uses—were at the heart of the Reformation crisis in northern Europe.  But the
question as it affects the art of Italy has been raised only in highly specialized
studies.

In this book, Alexander Nagel provides the first truly synthetic study of the
controversies over religious images that pervaded Italian life both before and
parallel to the Reformation north of the Alps. Tracing the intertwined relationship
of artistic innovation and archaism, as well as the new pressures placed on the
artistic media in the midst of key developments in religious iconography, The
Controversy of Renaissance Art offers an important and original history of
humanist thought and artistic experimentation from one of our most acclaimed
historians of art.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Nagel works here to recast people’s idea of the Renaissance. . . . This volume is elegantly and intelligently
illustrated, with numerous figures in color. Meant to be provocative, it is admirable in its range and
ambitions—a vade mecum for charting new approaches to Renaissance art. Highly recommended.”

(Choice)

“Nagel provides an insightful reading of Italian art produced between 1490 and 1540 during an era of
religious controversy concurrent with the Reformation in northern Europe and preceding the Counter-
Reformation in Italy.”

(Art Libraries Society of North America)

 “One may not always agree with Nagel’s suggestions, but one cannot deny that his beautifully produced
book is full of thought-provoking views that will stimulate its readers to rethink their ideas about
Reformation questions in Italian Renaissance art.”
(Renaissance Quarterly)

 “Beautifully produced and thought-provoking in its rewriting of early sixteenth-century Italian art history,
The Controversy of Renaissance Art is, like the art it discusses, productively iconoclastic, setting the stage
for a revitalized discussion of one of art history’s most deeply studied periods.”
(CAA reviews)

About the Author

Alexander Nagel is professor of Renaissance art history at the Institute of Fine Arts at New York
University. He is the author of Michelangelo and the Reform of Art and coauthor, with Christopher Wood, of
Anachronic Renaissance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

The Controversy of Renaissance Art can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Controversy of Renaissance Art however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.



Guadalupe Ramsey:

This The Controversy of Renaissance Art is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal
it data accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Controversy of Renaissance Art
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Eileen Vaughan:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Controversy of Renaissance Art can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Dolores Crook:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Controversy of Renaissance Art can give you a lot
of close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Controversy of Renaissance Art.
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