
The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural
Era

By Lennard Davis

The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era By Lennard Davis

In an era when human lives are increasingly measured and weighed in relation to
the medical and scientific, notions of what is “normal” have changed drastically.
While it is no longer useful to think of a person’s particular race, gender, sexual
orientation, or choice as “normal,” the concept continues to haunt us in other
ways. In The End of Normal, Lennard J. Davis explores changing perceptions of
body and mind in social, cultural, and political life as the twenty-first century
unfolds. The book’s provocative essays mine the worlds of advertising, film,
literature, and the visual arts as they consider issues of disability, depression,
physician-assisted suicide, medical diagnosis, transgender, and other identities.

Using contemporary discussions of biopower and biopolitics, Davis focuses on
social and cultural production—particularly on issues around the different body
and mind. The End of Normal seeks an analysis that works comfortably in the
intersection between science, medicine, technology, and culture, and will appeal
to those interested in cultural studies, bodily practices, disability, science and
medical studies, feminist materialism, psychiatry, and psychology.
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In an era when human lives are increasingly measured and weighed in relation to the medical and scientific,
notions of what is “normal” have changed drastically. While it is no longer useful to think of a person’s
particular race, gender, sexual orientation, or choice as “normal,” the concept continues to haunt us in other
ways. In The End of Normal, Lennard J. Davis explores changing perceptions of body and mind in social,
cultural, and political life as the twenty-first century unfolds. The book’s provocative essays mine the worlds
of advertising, film, literature, and the visual arts as they consider issues of disability, depression, physician-
assisted suicide, medical diagnosis, transgender, and other identities.

Using contemporary discussions of biopower and biopolitics, Davis focuses on social and cultural
production—particularly on issues around the different body and mind. The End of Normal seeks an analysis
that works comfortably in the intersection between science, medicine, technology, and culture, and will
appeal to those interested in cultural studies, bodily practices, disability, science and medical studies,
feminist materialism, psychiatry, and psychology.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Lennard J. Davis is Distinguished Professor of Liberal Arts and Sciences at the University of Illinois at
Chicago in the departments of English, Disability and Human Development, and Medical Education.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The End of Normal: Identity in a
Biocultural Era is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Phillip Patten:

The publication with title The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era has lot of information that you
can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Linda Henderson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Ruth Davis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era or perhaps



others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes The End of Normal: Identity in a Biocultural Era to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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