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Inspired by the true story of an African childhood lived on the edge of
destitution, award-winning Elizabeth Laird's The Garbage King takes readers on
an unforgettable emotional journey.

When Mamo's mother dies, he is abandoned in the shanties of Addis Ababa.
Stolen by a child-trafficker and sold to afarmer, heis cruelly treated. Escaping
back to the city, he meets another, very different runaway. Dani isrich, educated
- and fleeing his tyrannical father. Together they join a gang of homeless street
boys who survive only by mutual bonds of trust and total dependence on each
other.
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Inspired by the true story of an African childhood lived on the edge of destitution, award-winning Elizabeth
Laird's The Garbage King takes readers on an unforgettable emotional journey.

When Mamo's mother dies, he is abandoned in the shanties of Addis Ababa. Stolen by a child-trafficker and
sold to afarmer, heis cruelly treated. Escaping back to the city, he meets another, very different runaway.
Dani isrich, educated - and fleeing histyrannical father. Together they join agang of homeless street boys
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Grade 8 Up-The harsh reality that faces countless children in developing nations is confronted head-on in
this powerful and moving novel, asis the gross disparity between the haves and have-nots. Set in Ethiopia, it
brings together the stories of two very different boys whose lives converge and are changed forever. After
his mother dies, Mamo, 13, istricked by a daver and sold to afarmer in the country miles away from the
only home he has ever known. After months of brutal treatment, he escapes and makes it back to Addis
Ababa where he meets Dani, a chubby boy who has spent his life cloistered in the world of privilege. Heisa
talented writer, but other areas of his studies elude him, leading his strict father to send him away to be
disciplined. Dani runs away to avoid this fate and meets up with Mamo. They meet a gang of street children,
led by a boy named Million. Street life with this group is difficult and dangerous, but the boys become a
family and both their tragedies and triumphs are painted in vivid, authentic, and often horrific detail.
Background for the story's inspiration is included in an introduction and an afterword. Readers are sure to
become involved in this compelling story, and teachers will find awealth of inspiration to lead their students
in further research.

Genevieve Gallagher, Orange County Public Library, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 5-8. Laird has lived and worked in Ethiopia, and this contemporary survival story is rooted in the true-
life stories of street children she knowsin Addis Ababa. Dani isarich, fat kid, failing at school, who runs
away from his bullying dad. Orphan Mamo, kidnapped and sold as a slave to a cruel farmer, escapes and
returns to the city. The runaways meet in the city cemetery, where they hide out until they join a gang of
homeless kids. Under the direction of their stern leader, the gang members care for one another and share
everything, including what they scavenge from the garbage and beg from passers-by. The cast is huge, but
the characters are so strongly individualized that it is easy to keep them straight. The ending is a bit too
happy, at least for Mamo and Dani, who go home and handle the powerful adults. It's the elemental
friendship story of fear and hope that will draw in readers. Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"The harsh reality that faces countless children in developing nations is confronted head-on in this powerful
and moving novel. . . . Readers are sure to become involved in this compelling story, and teachers will find a
wealth of inspiration to lead their students in further research." —School Library Journal

"It's the elemental friendship story of fear and hope that will draw in readers." —Booklist
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Garbage
King suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
The Garbage Kingis a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this guide. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Patricia Stewart:

This The Garbage King is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Garbage King in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

David Hoag:

The book untitled The Garbage King contain alot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-sitein addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Myrtle Galloway:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromit. It is named of
book The Garbage King. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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