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This book analyzes the economic challenges facing symphony orchestras and
contrasts the experience of orchestras in the United States (where there is little
direct government support) and abroad (where governments typically provide
large direct subsidies). Robert J. Flanagan explains the tension between artistic
excellence and financial jeopardy that confronts most symphony orchestras. He
analyzes three complementary strategies for addressing orchestras’ economic
challenges—raising performance revenues, slowing the growth of performance
expenses, and increasing nonperformance income—and demonstrates that none
of the three strategies alone is likely to provide economic security for orchestras.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This important and readable volume demonstrates the underlying disconnect between artistic achievement
and economic reality facing the professional symphony orchestra.  Its careful analysis, based on extensive
data, lays out the ground, including relentlessly rising costs and ageing audiences, for concern for the future
of this vital cultural activity in the U.S. and elsewhere. It is a volume not to be missed by anyone concerned
with tomorrow’s state of the arts.”—William Baumol, The Cost Disease
(William Baumol 2011-07-26)

"Read the book, no matter how much you may not like what it has to say. Orchestras can’t afford to ignore
the issues it raises."
—Jesse Rosen, Symphony Magazine
(Jesse Rosen Symphony Magazine)

"[The Perilous Life of Symphony Orchestras] provides a crucial discussion of international models of
financing and supporting orchestras, drawing vital comparisons between America's preference for private
philanthropy and the state funded models elsewhere… Flanagan delivers informed commentary on the
challenges facing labour-intensive, productivity-limited symphony orchestras with a straightforward 19th
century institution in a 21st century economy with unflinching clarity… fascinating and
insightful…"—Michael Quinn, Classical Music
(Michael Quinn Classical Music 2012-06-16)

“Valuable reading for those interested in the survival of symphony orchestras.”—Choice
(Choice)

About the Author

Robert J. Flanagan is the Konosuke Matsushita Professor of International Labor Economics and Policy
Analysis, Emeritus, at the Stanford Graduate School of Business. He lives in California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leo Rizer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Perilous Life of
Symphony Orchestras: Artistic Triumphs and Economic Challenges? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?



Theodore Pritchard:

The actual book The Perilous Life of Symphony Orchestras: Artistic Triumphs and Economic Challenges
will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book The Perilous Life of
Symphony Orchestras: Artistic Triumphs and Economic Challenges is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Clara Bearden:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
actually The Perilous Life of Symphony Orchestras: Artistic Triumphs and Economic Challenges.

Rick Beard:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Perilous Life of Symphony Orchestras: Artistic Triumphs and Economic Challenges. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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