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As a dense yellow fog swirls through the streets of London, a deep melancholy
has descended on Sherlock Holmes, who sits in a cocaine-induced haze at 221B
Baker Street. His mood is only lifted by a visit from a beautiful but distressed
young woman - Mary Morstan, whose father vanished ten years before. Four
years later she began to receive an exquisite gift every year: a large, lustrous
pearl. Now she has had an intriguing invitation to meet her unknown benefactor
and urges Holmes and Watson to accompany her. And in the ensuing
investigation - which involves a wronged woman, a stolen hoard of Indian
treasure, a wooden-legged ruffian, a helpful dog and a love affair - even the jaded
Holmes is moved to exclaim, 'Isn't it gorgeous!'

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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As a dense yellow fog swirls through the streets of London, a deep melancholy has descended on Sherlock
Holmes, who sits in a cocaine-induced haze at 221B Baker Street. His mood is only lifted by a visit from a
beautiful but distressed young woman - Mary Morstan, whose father vanished ten years before. Four years
later she began to receive an exquisite gift every year: a large, lustrous pearl. Now she has had an intriguing
invitation to meet her unknown benefactor and urges Holmes and Watson to accompany her. And in the
ensuing investigation - which involves a wronged woman, a stolen hoard of Indian treasure, a wooden-
legged ruffian, a helpful dog and a love affair - even the jaded Holmes is moved to exclaim, 'Isn't it
gorgeous!'

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-
to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
Of all the Holmes stories it is The Sign of Four which remains persistently in my memory. --Graham Greene

Sherlock Holmes is the very foundation stone of the edifice that is crime fiction. --Times

[Holmes] is probably the only literary creation since the creations of Dickens which has really passed into
the life and language of the people. --G. K. Chesterton

From the Publisher
"Barker adapts character voices adroitly, showing an especially uncanny ear for stuffed-shirt aristocrats."

From the Back Cover
It is in this, the second Holmes novel, that the great detective comes fully to life?not only as a melancholic
and an inscrutable master of deduction, but also as an incurable drug addict. "Which is it today?" Watson
asks Holmes matter-of-factly on the opening page of the novel, "morphine or cocaine?" "It is cocaine,"
Holmes famously replies. "A seven-per-cent solution. Would you like to try it?" Mary Morstan comes to
Holmes in the hope that he will be able to solve a mystery. Ten years earlier her father, Captain Arthur
Morstan, had returned to London on leave from his regiment in India where it is said that he and one
Thadeus Sholto, "came into possession of a considerable treasure." By the time his daughter arrived at his
hotel, he had vanished without a trace. The Sign of Four remains a small masterpiece of suspense, and the
novel has enjoyed a steady readership ever since its first publication in 1890. In recent years, however, it has
not been readily available except as a part of larger omnibus Holmes anthologies. This Broadview edition
provides a reliable text at a very reasonable price. It contains textual notes but no appendices or introduction.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Antione Wilson:

The book The Sign of Four (Penguin Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Sign of Four (Penguin
Classics) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and
read a book The Sign of Four (Penguin Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

William Medellin:

This The Sign of Four (Penguin Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Sign of Four (Penguin Classics) can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Sign of Four (Penguin



Classics) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jeremy Gable:

The particular book The Sign of Four (Penguin Classics) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after scanning this book.

Victor McDowell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Sign of Four (Penguin Classics) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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