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This book sets out to answer a question that many linguists have been hesitant to
ask: are some languages better than others? Can we say, for instance, that
because German has three genders and French only two, German is a better
language in this respect? Jarawara, spoken in the Amazonian jungle, has two
ways of showing possession: one for a part (e.g. 'Father's foot') and the other for
something which is owned and can be given away or sold (e.g. 'Father's knife); is
it thus a better language than English, which marks al possession in the same

way?

R. M. W. Dixon begins by outlining what he feels are the essential components
of any language, such as the ability to pose questions, command actions, and
provide statements. He then discusses desirable features including gender
agreement, tenses, and articles, before concluding with his view of what the ideal
language would look like - and an explanation of why it does not and probably
never will exist. Written in the author's usual accessible and engaging style, and
full of personal anecdotes and unusual linguistic phenomena, the book will be of
interest to all general language enthusiasts as well asto alinguistics student
audience, and particularly to anyone with an interest in linguistic typology.
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This book sets out to answer a question that many linguists have been hesitant to ask: are some languages
better than others? Can we say, for instance, that because German has three genders and French only two,
German is a better language in this respect? Jarawara, spoken in the Amazonian jungle, has two ways of
showing possession: one for a part (e.g. 'Father's foot') and the other for something which is owned and can
be given away or sold (e.g. 'Father's knife); isit thus a better language than English, which marks all
possession in the same way?

R. M. W. Dixon begins by outlining what he feels are the essential components of any language, such asthe
ability to pose questions, command actions, and provide statements. He then discusses desirable features
including gender agreement, tenses, and articles, before concluding with his view of what the ideal language
would look like - and an explanation of why it does not and probably never will exist. Written in the author's
usual accessible and engaging style, and full of personal anecdotes and unusual linguistic phenomena, the
book will be of interest to al general language enthusiasts as well as to a linguistics student audience, and
particularly to anyone with an interest in linguistic typology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Essential."--Choice

About the Author

R. M. W. Dixon is Adjunct Professor and Deputy Director of the Language and Culture Research Centre at
James Cook University. He has written extensively on anumber of Australian and Amazonian languages, as
well as on ergativity, semantics, and English grammar. His many books include The Rise and Fall of
Languages (CUP 1997), Basic Linguistic Theory (OUP 2010-2), Making New Words (OUP 2014), and
Edible Gender, Mother-in-Law Style, and Other Grammatical Wonders (OUP 2015). Dixon's academic
biography | am a Linguist was published by Brill in 2011.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eduardo Baro:

The book with title Are Some Languages Better than Others? includes alot of information that you can
understand it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Michd Wilker son:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So, once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Are Some Languages Better than Others?.

Paul Andrews:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Are Some Languages Better than
Others? reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Are Some Languages
Better than Others? as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one guide that can



break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Sunday Richey:

This Are Some Languages Better than Others? is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. Thiskind
of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside
it. Soif you are read this hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Are Some
Languages Better than Others?in your hand like getting the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already
do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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