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Clausewitz's On War has, at least until very recently, been regarded as the most
important work of theory on its subject. But since the end of the Cold War in
1990, and even more since the 9/11 attacks on the United statesin 2001, an
increasing number of commentators have argued that On War has lost its
analytical edge asatool for understanding war. They have argued that
Clausewitz was concerned solely with inter-state war and with properly defined
armies, and that the sorts of conflicts which he discussed are therefore part of a
historical pattern which dominated Europe between 1648, the end of the Thirty
Y ears War, and 1990 itself. Some have gone further, and suggested that
Clausewitz's best known aphorism, that war is a continuation of policy by other
means, is hot only irrelevant today but also inapplicable historically. Clausewitz
in the Twenty-First Century reconsiders the principal themesin Clausewitz's
writings from a contemporary perspective, and findsin them much more
inspiration and insight than these generalisations allow. Embracing the
perspectives of history, philosophy and political science, the book reconsiders
both the text and its current implications. Traditional interpretations of On War
are put into fresh light; neglected passages are re-examined; and new insights are
derived from the conjunction between Clausewitz's text and today's challenges.
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Some have gone further, and suggested that Clausewitz's best known aphorism, that war is a continuation of
policy by other means, is not only irrelevant today but also inapplicable historically. Clausewitzin the
Twenty-First Century reconsiders the principal themesin Clausewitz's writings from a contemporary
perspective, and finds in them much more inspiration and insight than these generalisations allow.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A closer reading of Clausewitz gives rise to the following implications for warfare in the 21st century. First,
the war on terror, aswith all wars, isirreversibly political in nature, and requires a decidedly political
approach. (...) Second, globalization intensifies the role of politics, and indeed reduces reaction time within
al three elements of Clausewitz's wondrous trinity, which is quite different from so called trinitarian war and
which is Clausawitz's true legacy. Third, policys subordinating influence over warfare suggests that the
overarching political goal for grand strategy in the 21st century should be the containment of violence, with
the intent to diminish armed conflict as precondition for establishing democracies.' worldsecurity network

About the Author
Hew Strachan is Chichele Professor of the History of War at Oxford University.

Andreas Herberg-RotheisaPrivate Lecturer at the Ingtitute for Social Sciences, Humboldt-University
Berlin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Rodgers:

With other case, little persons like to read book Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century. Y ou can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a book Clausewitz in the
Twenty-First Century. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
can open abook or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jose Rosales:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Clausewitz in the Twenty-First
Century that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but
for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for al you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century become your personal starter.

Lillian Kea:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to abtain information. The information will make



professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to your account is Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century this guide consist alot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The diaect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Maxine Whitley:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssimple way to have that. What you need to
doisjust spending your time almost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of booksin
the top list in your reading list is usually Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this book you can get many advantages.
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