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There have been many studies of the Scandinavians in Britain, but this is the first
collection of essays to be devoted solely to their engagement with Wessex. New
work on the early Middle Ages, not least the excavations of mass graves
associated with the Viking Age in Dorset and Oxford, drew attention to the gaps
in our understanding of the wider impact of Scandinavians in areas of Britain not
traditionally associated with them. Here, a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary
approach to the problems of their study is presented. While there may not have
been the same degree of impact, discernible particularly in place-names and
archaeology, as in those areas of Britain which had substantial influxes of
Scandinavian settlers, Wessex was a major theater of the Viking wars in the
reigns of Alfred and Æthelred Unræd. Two major topics, the Viking wars and the
Danish landowning elite, figure strongly in this collection but are shown not to be
the sole reasons for the presence of Danes, or items associated with them, in
Wessex. Multidisciplinary approaches evoke Vikings and Danes not just through
the written record, but through their impact on real and imaginary landscapes and
via the objects they owned or produced. The papers raise wider questions too,
such as when did aggressive Vikings morph into more acceptable Danes, and
what issues of identity were there for natives and incomers in a province whose
founders were believed to have also come from North Sea areas, if not from parts
of Denmark itself? Readers can continue for themselves aspects of these broader
debates that will be stimulated by this fascinating and significant series of studies
by both established scholars and new researchers.
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There have been many studies of the Scandinavians in Britain, but this is the first collection of essays to be
devoted solely to their engagement with Wessex. New work on the early Middle Ages, not least the
excavations of mass graves associated with the Viking Age in Dorset and Oxford, drew attention to the gaps
in our understanding of the wider impact of Scandinavians in areas of Britain not traditionally associated
with them. Here, a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to the problems of their study is
presented. While there may not have been the same degree of impact, discernible particularly in place-names
and archaeology, as in those areas of Britain which had substantial influxes of Scandinavian settlers, Wessex
was a major theater of the Viking wars in the reigns of Alfred and Æthelred Unræd. Two major topics, the
Viking wars and the Danish landowning elite, figure strongly in this collection but are shown not to be the
sole reasons for the presence of Danes, or items associated with them, in Wessex. Multidisciplinary
approaches evoke Vikings and Danes not just through the written record, but through their impact on real
and imaginary landscapes and via the objects they owned or produced. The papers raise wider questions too,
such as when did aggressive Vikings morph into more acceptable Danes, and what issues of identity were
there for natives and incomers in a province whose founders were believed to have also come from North
Sea areas, if not from parts of Denmark itself? Readers can continue for themselves aspects of these broader
debates that will be stimulated by this fascinating and significant series of studies by both established
scholars and new researchers.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Overall, the book is well edited and constructed and colour is used judiciously to enhance several images…
an excellently produced book that deserves to be read by all with an interest in either Viking or Anglo-
Saxon studies.” (Simon Draper Landscape History)

About the Author
Ryan Lavelle is a senior lecturer in medieval history at the University of Winchester where he teaches on
Anglo-Saxon England, the Normans and the Norman Conquest, and the Carolingian Renaissance. His
specialises in Late Anglo-Saxon political history, including royal landholding, especially in Wessex, and
early medieval warfare.

Simon Roffey is a Reader in medieval history at the University of Winchester with research interests in the
archaeology of the early and later medieval periods, the archaeology of Winchester, church and building
archaeology and the influence of the medieval period on creative writing and popular culture, including
novels, films, games and art forms.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

The book untitled Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England, c. 800-c. 1100 is the
reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on
Southern England, c. 800-c. 1100 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Monte Lawson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England,
c. 800-c. 1100 why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Angela Taylor:

This Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England, c. 800-c. 1100 is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make



decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England, c. 800-c.
1100 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Tammy Medina:

You can obtain this Danes in Wessex: The Scandinavian Impact on Southern England, c. 800-c. 1100 by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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