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"He had become the dandy of the unpredictable."

A quest for new sensations--and an avowed desire to shock--possessed the
Decadent writers of fin-de-siècle Paris. Indeed, the years 1880-1900 saw an
extraordinary, hothouse flowering of talent, that produced some of the most
exotic, stylized, and cerebral literature in the French language. Death and Eros
haunt these pages, and a polymorphous perversity by turns hilarious and
horrifying. Their stories teem with addicts, maniacs, and murderers as they strive
to outdo each other.

This marvelous selection by Stephen Romer-whose translations brilliantly
capture the stylish wit and black humor of the originals--brings together 36 of the
best decadent tales from the French fin-de-siècle, including work by well-known
writers such as Maupassant, Lorrain, Mirbeau, and Villiers as well as lesser
known figures such as Léon Bloy, Jean Richepin, and the Belgian Georges
Rodenbach. Romer's engaging introduction provides a full context for the stories,
underscoring the principal literary, philosophical, scientific, and political trends
of the time, which fed into their authors' loathing of the modern world, and the
discovery of the Unconscious.

The book also includes biographical notes on the authors and explanatory notes
to clarify cultural references, plus a chronology of the key publications and main
events of the period.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] beautifully translated anthology Graham Robb, TLS

About the Author

Stephen Romer is a specialist of French and British Modernism. He has published four collections of
poetry, the most recent of which, Yellow Studio (Carcanet/Oxford Poets, 2008) was shortlisted for the T. S.
Eliot prizze. He has edited and co-translated Twentieth-Century French Poems (Faber, 2002), and has served
as judge for the Tower poetry prize, the Popescu Prize for European Translation, and the Geoffrey Faber
Memorial Prize. He reviews regularly for the Guardian and the TLS.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Farrell:

In other case, little persons like to read book French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Jerry Montgomery:

The e-book untitled French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Marla Brinker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics), you may
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.



Nathan Strong:

Beside this specific French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book
and read it from today!
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