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In this book, Jeffrey Bercuson presents the immense, and yet for the most part
unrecognized, influences of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Georg Wilhelm
Friedrich Hegel on John Rawls, the most important political philosopher of the
20th century. While the well-documented influence of Immanuel Kant on Rawls
is deep and profound, Kantian features and interpretation of justice as fairness do
not tell the whole story about that doctrine.

Drawing on Rawls’s Lectures on the History of Moral Philosophy and his
Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy, Bercuson presents the reader
with a more nuanced, accurate account of the moral and political philosophy of
Rawls in light of these under-appreciated influences. This new, richer image of
Rawls’s political philosophy shows that Rawls’s notion of reasonableness – his
notion of the kind and extent of our obligations to those fellows with whom we
are engaged in social cooperation – is conspicuously more demanding, and
therefore more attractive, than most interpreters and critics assume. Rawls turns
to Rousseau and to Hegel, both of whom provide attractive images of engaged
citizenship worthy of emulation.

Written accessibly, and contributing to key contemporary debates of global
justice, this book will be read by scholars within the fields of social and political
theory, ethics, and philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Notwithstanding the massive secondary literature to date, scholars have only just begun to understand and
appreciate the complexity, depth, diverse historical influences and multidimensional nature of Rawls's work.
A significant and welcome addition to this recent, productive, and overdue new wave of Rawls scholarship,
this volume explores
long-overlooked Rousseauian and Hegelian themes in Rawls's thought and thereby provides an important
corrective to the overly Kant-centric reading of Rawls dominant in the secondary literature as well as
classroom teaching. Clearly written and without excessive jargon, the volume will be read profitably by both
veteran Rawls scholars and students
just coming for the first time to serious study of Rawls's work."
?David A. Reidy, University of Tennessee

"Rawls's work is much discussed but frequently misunderstood.  Bercuson's work helps rectify this situation
by examining Rawls's neglected intellectual debt to Rousseau and Hegel. What emerges is an account of
justice as fairness animated by mutual recognition and self-respect, and a robust ethos of democratic
citizenship. Bringing out the relational and communitarian aspects of Rawls's theory helps make sense of his
much-criticized Law of Peoples, as well as his controversial commitment to ‘public reason.’ By
reconsidering Rawls's place in the history of political thought, Bercuson makes an important contribution to
contemporary debates about democratic deliberation and global justice. "

?Andrew Lister, Queen’s University

About the Author

Jeffrey Bercuson is an Instructor of Political Science at the University of Toronto, Mississauga. He is
currently at work on a book project that examines the role of religion in the public spheres of secular liberal
polities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Beside this kind of John Rawls and the History of Political Thought: The Rousseauvian and Hegelian
Heritage of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have John Rawls and the History of Political Thought: The Rousseauvian
and Hegelian Heritage of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here



cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this
book and also read it from now!

Beatrice Flanagan:

You may get this John Rawls and the History of Political Thought: The Rousseauvian and Hegelian Heritage
of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.

Gary Johnson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and John Rawls and the History of Political Thought:
The Rousseauvian and Hegelian Heritage of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in Social and Political
Thought) as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any
other book likes John Rawls and the History of Political Thought: The Rousseauvian and Hegelian Heritage
of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Steven Jones:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this John Rawls and the History of
Political Thought: The Rousseauvian and Hegelian Heritage of Justice as Fairness (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) can make you sense more interested to read.
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