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Thisisthefirst full length account of the life and ideas of Mary Douglas, the
British social anthropologist whose publications span the second half of the
twentieth century.

Richard Fardon covers Douglas family background, and the pervasive influence
of her catholic faith on her writings before providing an analysis of two of her
most influential works; Purity and Danger (1966) and Natural Symbols (1970).
The final section deals with Douglas more controversial writingsin the fields of
economics, consumption, religion and risk analysis in contemporary societies.
Throughout, Fardon highlights the centrality of Douglas rolein the history of
anthropology and the discipline's struggle to achieve relevance to contemporary,
western societies.
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Editorial Review
Review

' Thisisafinebook, analysing the owrk of a wonerful person, the conservativerebel prophesying
rampageously against the more staid orthodoxies of her contemporaries. If it was a subject worth
giving ten yearsof study to complete, Mary Douglasisfortunate indeed to have been provided with so
sensative an intellectual biographer’

' ...itisanecessity for every undergraduate student of anthropology to read the book, at atimewhen a
clear political position and idiosyncratic ways of thinking are still controversial.' - Cambridge
Anthropology

About the Author
Richard Fardon is Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dione Wicker:

This Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography book isjust not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Samuel Potter:

Here thing why that Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography are different and trusted to be yours. First of
al examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography
in e-book can be your aternative.



Russell Hardison:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isinside the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking serioudy which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mary Douglas: An Intellectual
Biography as the daily resource information.

Kenneth Porter:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Mary Douglas. An Intellectual Biographyisthe main of several books which
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the ssimple way,
and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you agreat deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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