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Seeing Differently offers a history and theory of ideas about identity in relation
to visual arts discourses and practices in Euro-American culture, from early
modern beliefs that art is an expression of an individual, the painted image a
"world picture" expressing a comprehensive and coherent point of view, to the
rise of identity politics after WWII in the art world and beyond.

The book is both a history of these ideas (for example, tracing the dominance of a
binary model of self and other from Hegel through classic 1970s identity politics)
and a political response to the common claim in art and popular political
discourse that we are "beyond" or "post-" identity. In challenging this latter
claim, Seeing Differently critically examines how and why we "identify" works
of art with an expressive subjectivity, noting the impossibility of claiming we are
"post-identity" given the persistence of beliefs in art discourse and broader visual
culture about who the subject "is," and offers a new theory of how to think this
kind of identification in a more thoughtful and self-reflexive way.

Ultimately, Seeing Differently offers a mode of thinking identification as a "queer
feminist durational" process that can never be fully resolved but must be
accounted for in thinking about art and visual culture. Queer feminist
durationality is a mode of relational interpretation that affects both "art" and
"interpreter," potentially making us more aware of how we evaluate and give
value to art and other kinds of visual culture.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Amelia Jones is Professor and Grierson Chair in Visual Culture at McGill University in Montréal. Her
recent publications include major essays on Marina Abramovi? (in TDR), on feminist art and curating, and
on performance art histories, as well as the edited volume Feminism and Visual Culture Reader (2003,
2010). Her most recent book is Self/Image: Technology, Representation, and the Contemporary Subject
(2006), will be followed in 2012 and her major volume, Perform Repeat Record: Live Art in History, co-
edited with Adrian Heathfield, is due out in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Seeing
Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Brent Jones:

This Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Marcos Gorman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of
Identification and the Visual Arts can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Seeing



Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts.

Bradley Smith:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of
Identification and the Visual Arts was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Seeing Differently: A History and Theory of Identification and the Visual Arts has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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