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Starve and Immolate tells the story of leftist political prisoners in Turkey who
waged a deadly struggle against the introduction of high security prisons by
forging their lives into weapons. Weaving together contemporary and critical
political theory with political ethnography, Banu Bargu analyzes the death fast
struggle as an exemplary though not exceptional instance of self-destructive
practices that are a consequence of, retort to, and refusal of the increasingly
biopolitical forms of sovereign power deployed around the globe.

Bargu chronicles the experiences, rituals, values, beliefs, ideological self-
representations, and contentions of the protestors who fought cellular
confinement against the background of the history of Turkish democracy and the
treatment of dissent in a country where prisons have become sites of political
confrontation. A critical response to Michel Foucault's Discipline and Punish,
Starve and Immolate centers on new forms of struggle that arise from the
asymmetric antagonism between the state and its contestants in the contemporary
prison. Bargu ultimately positions the weaponization of life as a bleak, violent,
and ambivalent form of insurgent politics that seeks to wrench the power of life
and death away from the modern state on corporeal grounds and in increasingly
theologized forms. Drawing attention to the existential commitment, sacrificial
morality, and militant martyrdom that transforms these struggles into a complex
amalgam of resistance, Bargu explores the global ramifications of human
weapons' practices of resistance, their possibilities and limitations.
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Starve and Immolate tells the story of leftist political prisoners in Turkey who waged a deadly struggle
against the introduction of high security prisons by forging their lives into weapons. Weaving together
contemporary and critical political theory with political ethnography, Banu Bargu analyzes the death fast
struggle as an exemplary though not exceptional instance of self-destructive practices that are a consequence
of, retort to, and refusal of the increasingly biopolitical forms of sovereign power deployed around the globe.

Bargu chronicles the experiences, rituals, values, beliefs, ideological self-representations, and contentions of
the protestors who fought cellular confinement against the background of the history of Turkish democracy
and the treatment of dissent in a country where prisons have become sites of political confrontation. A
critical response to Michel Foucault's Discipline and Punish, Starve and Immolate centers on new forms of
struggle that arise from the asymmetric antagonism between the state and its contestants in the contemporary
prison. Bargu ultimately positions the weaponization of life as a bleak, violent, and ambivalent form of
insurgent politics that seeks to wrench the power of life and death away from the modern state on corporeal
grounds and in increasingly theologized forms. Drawing attention to the existential commitment, sacrificial
morality, and militant martyrdom that transforms these struggles into a complex amalgam of resistance,
Bargu explores the global ramifications of human weapons' practices of resistance, their possibilities and
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Editorial Review

Review

Combining original theorizing with state-of-the-art ethnography, Banu Bargu gives us a rare inside look at
political practices that are increasingly salient but little understood. At once a case study of a Turkish prison
death fast, and a bold conceptualization of broader phenomena of "necroresistance," her book analyzes the
practice of actors who, lacking anything but their bodies, turn themselves into "human weapons."
Simultaneously humane and sober, engaged and precise, Starve and Immolate is a riveting read and a tour de
force.

(Nancy Fraser. Loeb Professor of Philosophy and Politics, New School for Social Research, Einstein Fellow,
Freie Universität-Berlin, Global Justice Chair, Collège d'études mondiales, Paris)

This meticulously researched and beautifully written book immerses readers in two worlds: Turkish prison
resistance and the contemporary theory that might illuminate its meanings. Banu Bargu teaches theory as she
goes but also presses hard on every theorist and concept in her arsenal, from Marx to Mbembe, from
theological politics to biopolitics, to extract what she needs for a compelling argument. With Starve and
Immolate, an original, powerful, and fearless new political thinker arrives on the scene.

(Wendy Brown, University of California, Berkeley)

Starve and Immolate interweaves a sensitive ethnography of disembodiment and deft political theory to
lucidly reconstruct the constitutive antagonisms of Turkish political culture as archived in prison hunger
strikes. With trenchant critiques of biopower, sovereignty, and the prison-military-industrial complex, Bargu
crafts a materialist theory of constitutive power in stark collision with biologizing and faux humanitarian
force. Bargu situates 'necroresistance' within the securocratic drives of a counterinsurgent culture of the state
within and beyond Turkey. She expands our comprehension of how such threshold acts can build political
literacies and polities able to risk the body for a politics of life beyond biopower.

(Allen Feldman, New York University, author of Formations of Violence: The Narrative of the Body and
Political Terror in Northern Ireland)

This extraordinary book movingly and effectively describes and analyzes the history of the death fast
movement in the early years of the twenty-first century in Turkey. It is a treasure trove of material, both
empirical and theoretical, making it at once a wonderful (though grim) account and a thoughtful reflection on
what prisons do and how they do it, as well as what forms of resistance are effective or even possible when
and where.

(Laleh Khalili, SOAS, University of London, author of Time in the Shadows: Confinement in
Counterinsurgencies)

Starve and Immolate is an original and excellent book in the field of political theory. Banu Bargu's attempt to
approach the 'death fast' or 'weaponization of body' as politically motivated forms of resistance opens up
interesting and innovative spaces for us to rethink the concepts of sovereignty, power, politics, and



resistance.

(Fuat Keyman, Sabanci University)

Starve and Immolate is more than a rigorously documented account of a major resistance movement; it is a
complex and erudite, yet lucid, theoretical analysis of the politics of life and death that draws upon, but
ultimately moves beyond (among others), Foucault's and Agamben's readings of sovereignty and biopolitics
to make a major contribution to thinking about relations of power and resistance in contemporary society... A
much-discussed literature is made fresh again through Bargu's impressive skill...

(Radical Philosophy)

...a sophisticated and meticulously documented analysis...this book offers an invaluable contribution to the
existing literature on power and resistance.

(Basak Can New Perspectives on Turkey)

In this remarkable book, Bargu frames a political ethnography of hunger strikes in Turkish prisions with
debates about Foucault's critique of biopolitical power... Elegantly written and argued, this text is a
compelling empirical and theoretical contribution.

(Choice)

[A] stunning book about extreme resistance in Turkish prisons.

(Contemporary Political Theory)

About the Author

Banu Bargu is associate professor of politics at the New School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New
Directions in Critical Theory). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important any book Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New
Directions in Critical Theory). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.



Carl Vincent:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory).

Sharon Hardin:

The reason? Because this Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical
Theory) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Beside this specific Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical
Theory) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Starve and Immolate: The Politics
of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it
from right now!

Download and Read Online Starve and Immolate: The Politics of
Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu
Bargu #T5KXI1CUPSO



Read Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New
Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu for online ebook

Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons
(New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu books to read online.

Online Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in
Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu ebook PDF download

Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu
Bargu Doc

Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu Mobipocket

Starve and Immolate: The Politics of Human Weapons (New Directions in Critical Theory) By Banu Bargu EPub


