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Each year 300,000 pilgrims embark on a pilgrimage to the remote Indian village
of Gugudu. Like many villages in South India, Gugudu is populated mostly by
non-Muslims. Yet these pilgrims are coming to mark Muharram, which is
observed by Shi'i Muslim communities across South Asia. In this book, Afsar
Mohammad presents a lively ethnographic study of the textured religious life of
Gugudu. Muharram, he shows, takes on a strikingly different color in Gugudu
because of the central place of a local Hindu pir, or saint, called Kullayappa. This
intense and shared devotion to the pir, Mohammad argues, represents local Islam
interacting with global Islam. In the words of one devotee, "There is no Hindu or
Muslim. They all have one religion, which is called 'Kullayappa devotion.'"
Through his compelling fieldwork, Mohammad expands our ideas about devotion
to the martyrs of Karbala, not only in this particular village but also in the wider
world, and explores the intersection between an Islam with locally defined
practices and global Hinduism.
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Each year 300,000 pilgrims embark on a pilgrimage to the remote Indian village of Gugudu. Like many
villages in South India, Gugudu is populated mostly by non-Muslims. Yet these pilgrims are coming to mark
Muharram, which is observed by Shi'i Muslim communities across South Asia. In this book, Afsar
Mohammad presents a lively ethnographic study of the textured religious life of Gugudu. Muharram, he
shows, takes on a strikingly different color in Gugudu because of the central place of a local Hindu pir, or
saint, called Kullayappa. This intense and shared devotion to the pir, Mohammad argues, represents local
Islam interacting with global Islam. In the words of one devotee, "There is no Hindu or Muslim. They all
have one religion, which is called 'Kullayappa devotion.'" Through his compelling fieldwork, Mohammad
expands our ideas about devotion to the martyrs of Karbala, not only in this particular village but also in the
wider world, and explores the intersection between an Islam with locally defined practices and global
Hinduism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The author fills a gap in Muharram studies by describing the period's multifaceted nature in a south Indian
village, where the focus is on a local Muslim saint named Kullayappa. By emphasizing the shared nature of
rituals and narratives, he demonstrates that the period provides benefits for everyone, regardless of caste or
creed. It is a refreshing reminder that Muslims and Hindus can live together, despite competing claims of
religious authority and authenticity." --Frank J. Korom, Professor of Religion & Anthropology, Boston
University

About the Author

Afsar Mohammad is Lecturer in Asian Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis McCarthy:

This The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India tend to be reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and
Shared Devotion in South India can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South
India forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Brandon Inouye:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India, it is
possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a guide.



Clarice Stephens:

The reserve with title The Festival of Pirs: Popular Islam and Shared Devotion in South India has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

John Day:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Festival of Pirs: Popular
Islam and Shared Devotion in South India which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.
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