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The Japanese Experience is an authoritative history of Japan from the sixth
century to the present day. Only a writer of W.G. Beasley's stature could render
Japan's complicated past so concisely and elegantly. This is the history of a
society and a culture with a distinct sense of itself, one of the few nations never
conquered by a foreign power in historic times (until the twentieth century) and
the home of the longest-reigning imperial dynasty that still survives. The
Japanese have always occupied part or all of the same territory, its borders
defined by the sea. They have spoken and written a common language, (once it
had taken firm shape in about the tenth century) and their population has been
largely homogeneous, little touched by immigration except in very early periods.
Yet Japanese society and culture have changed more through time than these
statements seem to imply. Developments within Japan have been greatly
influenced by ideas and institutions, art and literature, imported from elsewhere.
In this work Beasley, a leading authority on Japan and the author of a number of
acclaimed works on Japanese history, examines the changing society and culture
of Japan and considers what, apart from the land and the people, is specifically
Japanese about the history of Japan.

The arrival of Buddhism in the sixth century brought a substantially Chinese-
style society to Japan, not only in religion but in political institutions, writing
system, and the lifestyle of the ruling class. By the eleventh century the Chinese
element was waning and the country was entering a long and essentially
"Japanese" feudal period—with two rulers, an emperor and a Shogun—which
was to last until the nineteenth century. Under the Togukawa shogunate
(1600-1868), Chinese culture enjoyed something of a renaissance, though
popular culture owed more to Japanese urban taste and urban wealth.

In 1868 the Meiji Restoration brought to power rulers dedicated to the pursuit of
national wealth and strength, and Japan became a world power. Although a bid
for empire ended in disaster, the years after 1945 saw an economic miracle that
brought spectacular wealth to Japan and the Japanese people, as well as the
westernization of much of Japanese life.
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The Japanese Experience is an authoritative history of Japan from the sixth century to the present day. Only
a writer of W.G. Beasley's stature could render Japan's complicated past so concisely and elegantly. This is
the history of a society and a culture with a distinct sense of itself, one of the few nations never conquered by
a foreign power in historic times (until the twentieth century) and the home of the longest-reigning imperial
dynasty that still survives. The Japanese have always occupied part or all of the same territory, its borders
defined by the sea. They have spoken and written a common language, (once it had taken firm shape in about
the tenth century) and their population has been largely homogeneous, little touched by immigration except
in very early periods. Yet Japanese society and culture have changed more through time than these
statements seem to imply. Developments within Japan have been greatly influenced by ideas and institutions,
art and literature, imported from elsewhere. In this work Beasley, a leading authority on Japan and the author
of a number of acclaimed works on Japanese history, examines the changing society and culture of Japan and
considers what, apart from the land and the people, is specifically Japanese about the history of Japan.

The arrival of Buddhism in the sixth century brought a substantially Chinese-style society to Japan, not only
in religion but in political institutions, writing system, and the lifestyle of the ruling class. By the eleventh
century the Chinese element was waning and the country was entering a long and essentially "Japanese"
feudal period—with two rulers, an emperor and a Shogun—which was to last until the nineteenth century.
Under the Togukawa shogunate (1600-1868), Chinese culture enjoyed something of a renaissance, though
popular culture owed more to Japanese urban taste and urban wealth.

In 1868 the Meiji Restoration brought to power rulers dedicated to the pursuit of national wealth and
strength, and Japan became a world power. Although a bid for empire ended in disaster, the years after 1945
saw an economic miracle that brought spectacular wealth to Japan and the Japanese people, as well as the
westernization of much of Japanese life.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margarito Rone:

This The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan (History of Civilisation) tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Japanese Experience: A Short
History of Japan (History of Civilisation) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan
(History of Civilisation) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Bertram Staten:

This The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan (History of Civilisation) is great guide for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan (History of Civilisation) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Ronald Tanaka:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan (History of
Civilisation) can make you feel more interested to read.

Gloria Engstrom:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they



get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Japanese Experience: A Short History
of Japan (History of Civilisation) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the book The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan (History of
Civilisation) can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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