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“I took my road with no little pride of fear; one morning I feared very sharply, as
I saw what looked like a rising shroud over a wooden cross in the clustering mist.
Horror! But on a closer study I realized that the apparition was only a flannel gas
helmet. . . . What an age since 1914!”

In Undertones of War, one of the finest autobiographies to come out of World
War I, the acclaimed poet Edmund Blunden records his devastating experiences
in combat. After enlisting at the age of twenty, he took part in the disastrous
battles at the Somme, Ypres, and Passchendaele, describing them as “murder, not
only to the troops but to their singing faiths and hopes.”

All the horrors of trench warfare, all the absurdity and feeble attempts to make
sense of the fighting, all the strangeness of observing war as a writer—of being
simultaneously soldier and poet—pervade Blunden’s memoir. In steely-eyed
prose as richly allusive as any poetry, he tells of the endurance and despair found
among the men of his battalion, including the harrowing acts of bravery that won
him the Military Cross.

Now back in print for American readers, the volume includes a selection of
Blunden’s war poems that unflinchingly juxtapose death in the trenches with the
beauty of Flanders’s fields. Undertones of War deserves a place on anyone’s
bookshelf between Siegfried Sassoon’s poetry and Robert Graves’s Goodbye to
All That.
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Editorial Review

Review
An established classic ... accurate and detailed in observation of the war scene and its human figures -- D. J.
Enright

About the Author

Edmund Blunden (1896–1974) was already a published poet when he was commissioned as an officer of
the British Army during World War I. The author of several volumes of poetry and literary criticism, he went
on to hold academic posts at Tokyo University and the University of Oxford after his military service. 
 
 

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Undertones
of War? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Doris Rice:

The particular book Undertones of War has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous
to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Katie McCants:

You may get this Undertones of War by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.



Therese Webb:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Undertones of War to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
Undertones of War can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of these time.
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